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NPRC Chooses New Club Officers and
Directors for Politically Crucial 2017-18
With the highly important 2018 gubernatorial campaign season beginning in less than a year, and with Pinellas
Democrats fuming at having lost the county in 2016 and vowing revenge, the North Pinellas Republican
Club has chosen a slate of leaders with deep political experience who promise to reinvigorate the
club’s political efforts and to make it the top club in Pinellas Republican circles.
They chose Ron Walker, the club’s incumbent Treasurer, for president, Dr. Ken
Peluso of Palm Harbor for First Vice President, Ron Ogden of Palm Harbor for Second
Vice President, Ellsworth Warmouth of Palm Harbor for Secretary, and Larry Marlin of
Walker
Oldsmar for Treasurer. Sue Berfield of Clearwater, John Keller of Dunedin, and Julie
Peluso of Palm Harbor will be directors, and an additional director, Mari Riba of Safety Harbor, is exPeluso
pected to be formally appointed in January. Jim Downes becomes Past President.
Walker has been part of the club from its very beginnings in the mid-1980s and he has been its president before (as has his wife, Kim). He has also been chairman of the Pinellas County Republican Executive Committee and served as both a member and as chairman of the Pinellas County School Board.
He presently serves the county on a volunteer board related to personnel matters.
Marlin
Dr. Peluso, formerly a chiropractor here, is finishing a term as a member of the Pinellas
County School Board. He has also been a director of the Palm Harbor Fire District. Ogden began
his service to the club in 1989 and remained until returning to his home town in New York in the early
2000s. He and his wife Karen returned here in 2015 and immediately rejoined the club. Like WalkWarmouth
er, Warmouth has been a staunch member of the club for decades, joining his wife Rachelle, a former
president. Warmouth is known as one of the most active of campaigners, known particularly for his efforts erecting
campaign signs throughout the county.
—continued on p. 3

A Note from the Editor
It is both humbly and with a sense of pride that I assume the duties of editor of the Trumpeteer this month. I am proud
that President Ron Walker has seen fit to entrust me
with this important responsibility, and I am humbled
both by the responsibility itself and also to be succeeding Larry Marlin, who has done such an outstanding
job for the past many months. Please feel free to contact me either by phone at 727-465-8799 or by email at
rogden2@outlook.com with comments, criticisms and, most important, contributions of articles and photos you would like published. They will be very welcome. —Ron
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Club honors Dep. Angus at Year-end Event
The Club has recognized Deputy
William Angus of the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) as “Deputy of
the Year.” The tribute was developed to
thank the men and women of the sheriff’s office for their service to the county.
In particular, it identifies an individual
deputy who best exemplifies the
PCSO’s code of “Trust, Integrity, Accountability, and Respect.” Deputy Angus was selected because of his role on
July 15th in stopping a burglary in
Clearwater.
Dep. Angus received his award in
front of his wife and infant son and his
departmental supervisors at our holiday
party. The award was presented by
Pam McAloon, newly re-elected Secretary of the Pinellas County Republican
Executive Committee and a former
president of NPRC.
Deputy William Angus and Pam McAloon

Next Elections Sooner Than You Think!
In our media-driven and Washington-centric world, it seems
that elections only occur every four years. But really, important elections and held every two years, and locally important elections occur every year.
Case in point: This March 14, the cities of Safety Harbor
and Tarpon Springs will hold municipal elections as will a dozen other communities from one end of the county to another.
These elections may be formally nonpartisan, but that does
not mean we can’t help our friends and keep our political skills
in practice.
And, of course, 2018 will see the Governor and Cabinet of
Florida elected, as well as the Senate and Legislature, and
some county commissioners and school board members. We
will choose a U.S. Senator, too—very important to keeping our
slim Senate majority.

Next Meeting, Member Directory
and Badges
The next meeting of the NPRC will
take place at 7 pm Thursday January
19 at Leo’s Restaurant on US 19 in
Palm Harbor.
The next meeting of the Book Club
will be at 6:30 January 12 at Mary Ellen Crowder’s home, 3417 Tanglewood Trail, Palm Harbor.
The club will produce a new directory of members. If you DO NOT want
you email included, please contact
Ron Ogden at (727) 465-8799. Also, if
you do not have a formal club badge,
please also let us know at the same
number.

A Note from Kim and Larry
Marlin about the Party

Member of the Year
Sue Berfield

Kim and I just want to thank everyone who worked
on the Christmas party. You made it so easy for
Kim and me. The place was spotless when the
“NPRC crew” left. And, the arrangement of chairs
on the lanai was better than when they arrived. We
decided to leave it the way the “crew” set it up. The
food arrived at exactly the right time. The drinks
and other items were perfect. Thank you so
much. It is such a pleasure to work with all members of the club. I know many people were involved
and I won’t try to name them all. Kim and I do want
to thank Kim Berfield for acting as party chairman. Great job Kim!
Editor’s Note: This is the second year in a row that
the Marlins have opened their beautiful East Lake
Woodlands home to the North Pinellas Republican
Club for our annual party. We depend very much on
the generosity and commitment of our club members
in this way and we thank them.—Ron Ogden

Sue Berfield receives the club’s highest award
from President Jim Downes at the party.

New NPRC Offices and Directors Elected and Installed
—Continued from page 1

Likewise Marlin has been a member of NPRC for many years, most recently serving as editor of the newsletter.
Sue Berfield has been a lifelong Republican. She works as the Legislative Assistant to Rep. Chris Latvala, and she has worked for many other
legislators before. She served on the Clearwater City Commission. One of
her daughters, Kimberly, is a member of the club, Vice President of the
Largo club, and a former member of the State House of Representatives.
J Peluso

Keller

Julie Peluso, Dr, Peluso’s wife, is a member of the Palm Harbor Fire Department board of directors and is very active in Republican politics. She works in real estate. John Keller is a former postmaster and similarly has been very active in Republican politics, especially in his
hometown of Dunedin.
Mari Riba of Safety Harbor recently joined the club and is an active member of other Republican
clubs in the county. She and some of her children recently took part in the club’s entry in the Palm Harbor Holiday Parade.

Left over from our Holiday Party: Serving Ware

These items were left behind at
our holiday party and are now
with Ron and Karen. If they’re
yours and you want them, please
email klogden345@gmail.com

January NPRC Calendar

Club Member Elected

Meet Your Club Officials

To Judgeship
Lauralee Westine of Palm Harbor, a member of the North Pinellas Republican Club, has
been appointed a judge in the Sixth Judicial
Circuit.

Each month the Trumpeteer will introduce one
of the officers and directors of the North Pinellas Republican Club, alphabetically.

Westine took her degree from Stetson University and served as a prosecutor in the same
circuit. In private practice she concentrated on
land use law. Her office was in the Tarpon
Woods area, where she lives with her husband.
Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri.

Without a doubt, Sue Berfield of Clearwater has been
one of the most dedicated
and hard working members of
the NPRC, having been a director many times over and
an officer frequently. She is
as dedicated a Republican as
there is in North Pinellas, and
she has be given the confidence and trust of many of
our most senior elected officials over the years.

As a judge, Ms. Westine must be nonpartisan and is prohibited from taking part in club
activities, which is a great loss for us. She and
her husband had twice hosted our annual Chili
Cookoff in their beautiful home, always very
graciously welcoming all members and guests.

Sue’s community service work has include being
a Clearwater City Commissioner for six years and a
Vice Mayor. She has been a member of Leadership
Pinellas and a director of Ruth Eckerd Hall, and the
Community Service Foundation. Her other community service work includes:

Governor Rick Scott appointed Westine earlier this month to replace retiring Judge Bruce
Boyer in the Sixth Circuit, a jurisdiction that includes Pinellas and Pasco Counties.

In the Florida judicial system, the circuit
courts handle more serious criminal and civil
matters as well as appeals from the lower
county courts. The Sixth Judicial Circuit is the
third largest in Florida and is the workplace of
more than 40 judges and their staff.. In 2015,
the Circuit Court received more than 56,000
filings, the larges number of which were criminal cases.
Judge Boyer had served since 1991. Judges are required by law to retire upon reaching a
certain age.



Suncoast Hospice’s



St. Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen,



Spouse Abuse Center,



Clearwater Free Clinic,



American Cancer Society,



Muscular Dystrophy Association



Heart Association.

Sue is a lifetime member of the Friends of Clearwater Library, PTA, SAC and Clearwater Woman’s
Club. She has served on various church boards.
Wife of the late Judge Jim Berfield, Sue is mother to two daughters, Kristi and Kim, the latter of
whom is a former State Representative and a long
term member of this club and others.

