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The Trumpeteer
The Opposition Never Sleeps: Bilirakis
Again Faces that Obscure Democrat
Robert M. Tager, a Democrat crime lawyer who lives in Westchase, has
once again filed to oppose Rep. Gus Bilirakis for a seat in Congress.
Last November, Tager lost to Bilirakis by a vote of more than two-to-one.
During the campaign, Tager raised less than $8,000 in contributions and
loaned his campaign the great majority of the money it spent. The Democratic party did little for his campaign, and he did little advertising.

Gus Bilirakis, MC

During last year’s campaign both Republican leaders and a Democrat
colleague publicly supported Bilirakis. He is a long time member both of
Congress, as was his father, and of the North Pinellas Republican Club.

New President Walker Tells NPRC about an exciting two years
We have been witness to a new
beginning for our country. What
Donald Trump did in November
was nothing less than a game
changer. As many of you know I
was not a true believer in the
lead up to Election Day.

called a lot of
harsh names
by people I
thought were
friends and
were educated (“Smart”)
enough to
I said then, and believe even
know that pomore now, that we were about to litical discourse by someone
go over the cliff as a country.
else shouldn’t define me.
The election stopped that, but it
pointed out how much work we In keeping with my new attitude
have to do. We are still in the
about how best to take additch; the car is banged up and vantage of Donald Trump’s
AAA is hours away. But we did- amazing and unexpected elecn’t go over the cliff!
tion victory, I will start by saying
some people were very bad losI believe we are in a new day
ers! You know what, so am I.
that requires us to stand up and For too many years, on too
be counted. North Pinellas Remany occasions, I watched good
publicans are not haters. After
candidates and good ideas go
the election, I was shocked to be

down in defeat to weaker candidates and ideas. In most cases,
the winners weren’t bad people;
they just had bad ideas that
worked against the best interests
of you and me. And sometimes
even themselves.
(Continued on page 4)
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Book Club Discusses Reagan,
Embarks on World History Tour
Crusaders Up First at Cromptons’ Country Woods Home
Dear Book Club members: Thank you for a
strong showing Thursday
night. We had about 19
members attend including a
few new ones. I want to
thank Maryellen Crowder for
hosting this book club. It
was a perfect setting with a
generous spread of snacks
for all. I also want to thank
Ken Crompton for leading
the discussion of Reagan's
Revolution. It was interesting to compare Reagan's
Run in 1975 against Gerald
Ford to Trump's run in
2016. Both were outsiders
with little to no support from
the RNC and both had previously been Democrats.
Ron Walker announced a
plan to switch away from
American History and concentrate this year on World
History starting with the Crusades. Two books were
recommended. 1. The Concise History of the Crusades
(Critical Issues in World and
International History) 3rd
edition by Thomas Madden
and 2. The History of the
Knights Templar by Charles
Addison. If anyone has another book on the Crusades,
please feel free to read it
and comment on it at our
next Book Club Meeting,
Continued next page

The Book Club met at the Crowder home in Palm Harbor to discuss Ronald Reagan

What Book Club is All About
The NPRC Book Club was started in 2013 by Pam McAloon. The purpose
of the book club then and now is to learn American History. In 2013 the first
book selected was the 5000 Year Leap. We started with the Founding Fathers, the American Revolution and then covered key
presidents from George Washington to Ronald Reagan
as well as some key players along the way such as Hillary Clinton. This year we are looking to cover more about
ancient history and world history. The first book will be
on the Crusades, (or the Knights Templar), followed by
Genghis Khan. We are also choosing books to learn
Helena Nunn about the age of reason and key philosophers starting
with Aristotle. From the philosophers we will go on to cover the Renaissance with Medici, Lucretia Borgia, the French Revolution, Napoleon, the
Industrial Revolution and WW2 including Hitler, Stalin, Churchill, and the
key players of Japan during that period. Obviously, the books to be chosen
from the attached list will definitely take more than a year or two to cover. We are always open to any members who would like to suggest books
to read. This is how our lists are made in the first place.
Our book club usually meets at a member's house the second Thursday
of each month at 6:30pm for a couple of hours. We look for a member to
volunteer to lead the discussion of the chosen book each month. This format helps keep the discussion lively and brings in many different points of
Continued next page

RPOF Quarterly Meeting Report from Pam McAloon
January 13th- 14th, 2017 Quarterly RPOF Meeting in Orlando, Florida
Having attended the annual meeting of the Republican Party of Florida (RPOF), afforded me the educational
opportunity to learn more about our RPOF. It was educational from the standpoint of being able to further
delve into the RPOF rules governing the responsibilities and laws concerning our State
Committeemen and Committeewomen. I had attended the 12th Congressional District
Caucus on Friday afternoon. The 12th Congressional District includes Pasco, Pinellas,
and Hillsborough County. Elections took place at this Caucus and Sandy Graves, the
State Committeewoman for Pasco County, was re-elected Chairman of the Caucus for
the next two years. Nancy Riley, State Committeewoman for Congressional District 13
(Pinellas), was elected as Chairman. Congratulations to both Nancy and Sandy!! Our
PCREC Chairman, Nick DiCeglie, is now the new Chairman of the Chairman’s Caucus,
RPOF, for two years. Congratulations Nick!
State Representative Blaise Ingoglia, endorsed by Senator Marco Rubio, handily won reelection as Chairman. Blaise stressed Party Unity. Jeff Atwater, our CFO for the State of Florida, gave a power point presentation regarding how well Florida has performed when compared with other states that have a higher tax burden on its citizens. Florida is AAA rated, and has now out performed Texas, proving once again that lower
taxes and limited government, part of our Republican Platform, creates both fiscal responsibility and personal freedom.

Our Book Club

January Book Club Report
—from previous page

—from previous page

view. Even if the person has not read the
book, we welcome any and all participation.

which will be Thursday Feb. 9th. I have included book reviews for the two books:

Next month I will be attaching the book list
of all the books that the club has read thru
January 2017 and the upcoming books
that will be read this year. We are still determining the order these books will be
read but the book chosen for the Feb. 9th
book club meeting will be a choice between The History of the Knights Templar
by Charles Addison or The Concise History of the Crusades by Thomas Madden. If
anyone wants more information about the
NPRC book club, please contact me, Helena Nunn at hnunn47@yahoo.com or 727945-1706.

Critical-International/dp/0742538230

1. https://www.amazon.com/Concise-History-Crusades2. https://www.amazon.ca/History-Knights-TemplarCharles-Addison/dp/1505920256/
ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
Ken and Adele Crompton have generously offered to host
the next bookclub at their house. Their address is 2940
Country Woods Lane, Palm Harbor, 34683. The cross
street is Curlew. From Hwy 19, go west on Curlew until
you see the intersection of Country Woods Lane. Take a
right to 2940 Country Woods Lane. My phone number is
727-945-1706 (home), if you have any questions.
—by Helena Nunn

Pres. Walker
(Continued from page 1)

Donald Trump drove me crazy during the campaign. He
said things I thought were
unnecessary and hurtful to
some people. But when he
was in the Carolina’s and
asked the blacks in those
states what they have to lose
by giving him a chance, I
knew he was on to something.
The silliest days of the campaign was when Hillary went
to Kentucky and West Virginia to ask the coal miners she
had promised to put out of
business to vote for her!
I also believe there is a
strong message to the
friends of Israel in the difference between the actions of
the previous Administration
and Trump and Republican
Leaders of Congress for the
last week.
My point to all this is the simple message: Republicans
can and will win with our ideas. Ideas that offer more
freedom, more opportunity
and a better life for all. I invite each of you to join with
us to make this a better
world for all those willing to
work to make it so.
Politics is hard work that
can’t be left to others. If you
will work with North Pinellas
Republican Club, you will be
able to assure that your best
(Continued on page 6)

Calendar of Events
Feb. 9

Book Club (see page two)

Feb. 13

PCREC Meeting, Feather Sound Country Club

Feb. 16

NPRC Regular Meeting, 6:30 Leo’s Grille, US 19 Palm
Harbor

Feb. 23

NPRC Board Meeting, Walker residence

March 11

PCREC Lincoln Day Dinner

March 14

Municipal elections, Safety Harbor, Tarpon Springs and
elsewhere

March 18

NPRC “Fair Game” picnic

May 6

NPRC Kentucky Derby party

(details next month)

North County Neighborhoods group
elects officers, plans fund raiser
Tim Lima of Palm Harbor was reelected president of the Council
of North County Neighbors at a meeting last month.
Kelli Snow of Palm Harbor was elected a director of the organization, which is based on neighborhood associations in that part of the
North Pinellas that does not have its own municipal government. Snow’s election indicates that the group is increasing the effort it makes to address issues that affect
people living west of US 19.
David Eggers of Dunedin, who is a Pinellas
County Commissioner and a member of NPRC, commented on several issues at the meeting, which was
held in Harbor Hall in downtown Palm Harbor. Importantly, Eggers said the planning for an overpass at
the intersection of US19 and Curlew Road is on track.

Lima

Lima presented a review of the CNCN’s achievements and led a
discussion of issues that the group will work on in 2017. These include
the perennial question of transportation, as well as utility services, community assets such as the two library buildings located in unincorporated North Pinellas, and rules about zoning and development.
CNCN is holding a fund raising “Casino Night” at 7 pm Saturday, March 4 at the Crescent Oaks Country Club in Tarpon Springs to
benefit its Scholarship Fund and the FEAST food pantry in Palm Harbor.

At the Trump Inauguration Watch Party

Tim Bryce, NPRC’s web master and a conservative voice with the Huffington Post, gives a thumbs up for
Trump at the inauguration watch party at Mugs and Jugs in Tarpon Springs. Pam McAloon organized it and
the place was packed!

NPRC members hear Comm. Eggers at Sunrise Republican Club breakfast
George Hudak, who took
this photo, was one of six
members of our club who
journeyed to Clearwater
to hear Commissioner
Dave Eggers (furthest
right) address issues
from roads to zoning to
the Penny for Pinellas.
Others included Senate
candidate Ed Hooper,
Mari Riba, Penny Lee
Todd, Ron Ogden, and
Eggers.

NPRC Members Take Part in Palm Harbor Discussion
The master plan event
with Dave Eggers was so
well organized and many
attended. He had his
staff there to help guide
the process . He had set
up on easels around the
room for all to view and
make comment and staff
present to help answer
questions and guide
through the process. He
started with many proposals for roadways and
he wanted comments be
made. He had displayed
a map of the designated
areas encompassing
downtown Palm Harbor.
He had displays of visuals of signs and sign
choices some calming
and some with a city or
urban feel. Some great
ideas were hand written
by staff of what community members wanted to
see. One person wrote
they would like a nice
park bench in certain areas of Palm Harbor. It
looks like they are considering again the idea
about the roundabout
and I suggested a tall
metal cut out "Welcome
To Palm Harbor sign that
would bring a welcome
feel to those driving down
the hill of Florida Ave and
of course the view of the
water in the background.
Retired long standing fire
commissioner Norm
Atherton suggested a

From left, Connie Davis, Casey Cane, Dave Eggers and Penny Lee Todd

certain Palm Harbor logo currently used at our fire station. They
also had different visuals with
comment cards to choose three
and share what you like about
them. They showed families
gathering downtown for a movie
night . I suggested Crystal Beach
or the White Chapel . My favorite
was chalk art-love it when creativity can be expressed and
shared. I suggested a singing
talent contest like American Idol.
People love creativity and the
arts. Outdoor seating with a calm
atmosphere or an urban downtown appeal. This allow comments and ideas to be heard .
They also had local logos and
wanting ideas shared . And a
suggestion box for any more
comments or tag Lines to describe our downtown Palm Harbor. It was a well thought out and
planned open forum allowing
everyone who chose to participate to be a proactive voice.
Commissioner Eggers is so very

appreciated for his visions and
openness to allow the residents
of Palm Harbor to collaborate
and express their creativity ideas
and opinions about our Downtown Palm Harbor.
—by Penny Lee Todd

President Walker
(Continued from page 4)

ideas will move forward. Your
best idea may provide us with the
chance to be a better Club that
will lead to a better local Party
that will lead to a better State and
Nation. My goal at the end of my
two years as President is to hand
off a Club that is younger (by 20
years), smarter (measured by
new thinking) and more efficient
(by being prepared, trained and
committed).
This Club started in 1980 and has
never been stronger. Yet because
of how the world has changed, it
has never been more in need of
your help and support.

What Tim Bryce Learned
About the Press
In 2016 I attended three Trump rallies as a member of the press corps.
Frankly, it was an eye opening experience for me. At the beginning of
each rally, there was an Invocation
and a Pledge of Allegiance to the
flag. Few reporters stood up to observe either which I
personally found embarrassing. I also noticed the
printed press had their columns written before Mr.
Trump took the podium. This caused me to question
their objectivity as they were more interested in what
they wrote as opposed to what Mr. Trump actually
said.
From all this, I discovered the news media is a cutthroat business that is more concerned with beating
the competition as opposed to reporting the facts. Yet,
there is a sense of fraternity among the members of
the press. If you attack one, you are attacking them
all, and they are quick to come to the defense of each
other. When Trump supporters chanted, “CNN sucks,
CNN sucks...”, most of the press corps took offense
and looked at the crowd with disdain.
From this, I have discovered the press possesses an
incestuous relationship, you are either in or you’re out.
You either play ball with their sense of politics or face
exclusion. This makes them very cliquish and difficult to
get to know.

(Continued on page 8)

Sheila’s Nephews Celebrate
Trump Inauguration
Trump’s inauguration caught up the
whole country, even
Sheila Waller’s two
nephews in Indianapolis, Blake, who
is five and Barrett,
who is seven years
old.
Sheila tells the story
of how she was
driving with them
and the topic of the
inauguration came
up. Barrett observed that the
event would take
place four days before his birthday,
and that prompted
Blake to say, “We
need to get new
suits”. But then he
noted that he wanted to go shopping
with his father because his mother
always dressed him
in purple
No problem for Bar-

Blake and Barrett

rett who said that
his mother “always
lets me get what I
want.”
Sheila adds that
they stopped at a
nacho stand and
the two boys started having a competiton with the
cheese to see who
could make the
yellow cheese on
the nachos look
more like Trump’s
hair!

Got any news or pictures you would like
to share with your friends in the NPRC?
Contact Ron Ogden at 727-465-8799 or
email rogden2@outlook.com
Thanks!

Tim Bryce vs the National Press
(Continued from page 7)

Those members of the press I talked with during
the rallies seemed very insecure about their station in life. I found most to be pseudointellectuals. They may be excellent wordsmiths,
but shallow in terms of original thinking and debate.
Today we are hearing a lot about “fake news,”
where stories are dreamt up and lack substance.
I’m not sure I like the word “fake” as I tend to see
such reporting as “fallacious” or “erroneous.” They
will quote someone like Mr. Trump, spin it, and
report it to the public as if it were gospel to a gullible public. In other words, there is no such things
as ethics among the press. It is considered perfectly acceptable to report a story incorrectly, and be
slow in issuing a correction, if at all. Further, the

(CFAPA). This pledge is a sort of Hippocratic oath as
applied to journalists. The CFAPA pledge means they
will conform to ethical standards.

reporter is rarely reprimanded properly.
As an aside, I still like the idea of putting the press
So, what can be done? In Mr. Trump’s case, he will
continue to circumvent the press completely and

corps outside the White House on park benches until
they learn to report the news responsibly.

communicate directly to the American people via
social media before the news media has a chance

Keep the Faith!

to garble the message. Of course, they will continue to protest Mr. Trump’s tweets, but he should
be allowed to clarify his side of the story.
As to ethics, I still believe in prohibiting the issue
of press passes or granting interviews to anyone
who does not possess press credentials from The
Constitution First Amendment Press Association

—By Tim Bryce, NPRC Webmaster
and Huffington Post columnist

