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Bilirakis Faces Loud Protestors in Pasco Standoff 

My husband and I attended our 

congressman Bilirakis 's New 

Port Richey town hall meeting 

today. There were a few fellow 

Republicans present but we 

were once again overwhelmed 

by well-organized activists that 

outnumbered us by 100-1. 

They showed up at 8:30 a.m. 

and took all the allotted speak-

ing spots. CNN along with other 

various news reporters were 

there to cover the meeting. I 

believe there were only two Re-

publicans who were permitted 

to speak. My fellow patriots 

who knew how important it was 

to have their voices heard 

came to the meeting but unfor-

tunately their voices could not 

be heard because all the spots 

were already filled by pro-ACA 

speakers. Needless to say we 

had to endure the same stories 

and speeches that we had 

heard at the previous town hall 

meeting with the same cheering 

and wild applause for each pro 

Affordable Care Act speaker and 

the same boos and catcalls for 

those in favor of the repeal of the 

health care plan.  The fact that 

the republican plan to replace the 

ACA is still in the planning stage 

(Continued on page 8) 

Author Elizabeth Posner 

Jack Backs Term-Limiting Judges 
Pondering a run for Governor in 2018, Florida Senator Jack Latvala  

of Clearwater told BayNews 9 earlier this month that he supported 

limiting the terms of judges on the state’s appellate court. 

Appearing with Al Reuchel on Sunday morning February 12, Latvala 

admitted that some of his constituents might be surprised by his deci-

sion to back term limits, a contentious political issue pitting those who 

demand judicial independence against those who see the courts as 

exceeding their constitutional mandates. 

Latvala, a founder and member of the North Pinellas Republican 

Club, cited the “arrogance” of some judges and said he found it 
(Continued on page 8) 
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          Watch Party! 

    Mugs 'N Jugs Tarpon Springs! 
 

Join us at Mugs 'N Jugs to watch President Trump address the      

Joint Session of Congress!! 

 

      Tuesday, February 28th at 7:30 P.M. 
       Come earlier to wave your signs to support Trump at 5 p.m.!!! 

        

Address for Mugs N Jugs : 40737 US HWY 19 N. 

Calender 

Feb. 28— Trump Watch Party, 

Mugs N Jugs, Tarpon Springs 

March 8—NPRC Book Club 

studying Genghis Khan, at the 

Walker residence 

March 16—NPRC Meeting at 

Leo’s Italian Grille—Ed Hooper 

April 1—PCREC Lincoln Day 

Dinner 

The existing contract with 

the Toronto Blue Jays to play 

Spring Training and minor league 

baseball expires on December 31, 

2017.  Dunedin has been the only 

Spring Training location for the 

Blue Jays for their entire 40-year 

existence.   The stadium (also 

known as Auto Exchange Stadium) 

is located on Douglas Avenue.  

Nearly two miles from the stadium 

is the Bobby Mattick Training Cen-

ter at Engelbert Complex which 

has multiple fields, training and 

rehabilitation services, and minor 

league player services.  

Over the past four years 

the city commissioners and Blue 

Jays have looked at options indi-

vidually as to whether they wanted 

to continue their partnership.  The 

city commissioners adopted Reso-

lution 13-16 on April 4, 2013 as an 

initial step to show their intent to 

keep the Blue Jays in Dunedin.  

This resolution showed their com-

mitment to the following stakehold-

ers: the residents and businesses 

of Dunedin, the Toronto Blue Jays, 

the Pinellas County Commission-

ers, the Tourist Development 

Council (TDC), the state and coun-

ty visitors bureaus, Governor 

Scott, State Senator Jack Latvala, 

the Pinellas County Legislative 

Delegation, and all Pinellas County 

mayors.   

The Blue Jays all along 

sent signals that they wanted to 

stay in Dunedin.  In October, 2015 

they had a change in leadership as 

Mark Shapiro took over as their 

new president and CEO.  Over the 

next year both parties reviewed the 

needs of the Blue Jays and wheth-

er existing sites or alternate loca-

tions could accommodate those 

needs.  On September 26, 2016 

the city staff and Blue Jays made a 

formal presentation to the city 

commissioners that showcased 

both parties commitment to each 

other, the methodology used to 

review alternative proposals, and 

the recommended solution.   

(Continued on page 16) 

The Case for  Jays Stadium Upgrade 

By John Keller, 

NPRC Director 



 

Ed Hooper’s Senate Kick-Off Party on the Beach 

Ed Hooper of Clearwater is running for the Flori-

da Senate in 2018, seeking to succeed long-time 

Senator Jack Latvala, who cannot run again be-

cause of term limits. Hooper (right) is a former 

Clearwater firefighter and member of  the Clear-

water City Commission. He is the president of 

the Republican Club of Greater Largo. 

He and his wife, Lee, welcomed scores of 

guests to the rooftop patio of the Marina Canti-

na on Clearwater Beach February 1 for a kickoff 

event. Among those attending (pictured above) 

were Mark Phillips of the Florida Family Council 

(second left), NPRC Secretary Ellsworth War-

mouth (fourth from right). Paul Marino (third 

right), Bernie Jacques (second right) and Barba-

ra Stephens, president of the Central Pinellas 

Club. Lee Hooper stands at her husband’s right. 

Others on hand included Tax Collector Mike 

Twitty, county chairman Nick DiCeglie and com-

mittee political chief Matt Lettelier, PCRE Secre-

tary Pam McAloon, former Tax Collector Diane 

Nelson, and Mike Mikurak. NPRC member Mari 

Riba is aiding the Hooper campaign. 



UK Prime Minister Theresa May seized her oppor-

tunity to meet President Donald Trump after he had 

only been sworn in two weeks earlier.   It was some-

what ironic that PM Theresa May was in Washington 

DC the same time as 250,000 women protestors 

were demonstrating "rights for women".   Perhaps 

they were still upset Hillary Clinton did not make it to 

the White House. The United Kingdom and United 

States of America are indeed strong allies, although 

the two countries are very different.  America is a 

young country barely 250 years since the signing of 

the Independence. Fifty states with Florida being 

about the same size as England and Wales. The 

population of Florida is almost 20 million while the 

population of England and Wales is approximately  

55 million. When I was at school history was some-

thing you had to know. We even went to a cinema 

and saw "King Richard III", which was extremely bru-

tal.    

The Monarchy is the main difference between the 

two countries.  Kings and Queens ruled and over the 

centuries. Parliament began to govern with the intro-

duction of a Prime Minister leading the country.  Our 

present Queen Elizabeth II  is Sovereign and does 

not make those decisions.  In other words although 

Head of State the Queen will meet once a week the 

Prime Minister at Buckingham Palace and be briefed 

on matters of State.  Our present Queen has been on 

the throne over 60 years and during that time has 

dealt with a succession of twelve Prime Ministers.  It 

is worth mentioning that Netflix has recently been 

showing "The Crown" and will begin another series in 

November. This adaptation tells the story in detail of 

our Queen up to the present day. On PBS 

"Victoria"  has six one hour episodes of Queen Victo-

ria.  She marries Prince Albert and was in mourning 

for twenty years after he died.  Queen Victoria also 

reigned for sixty years.  That period is history was 

known as the Victorian era.  Queen Elizabeth I was 

known as the Elizabethan era.        

                                                  —by Jackie Brownhill 

With all the Talk about how “Brexit” Foreshadowed the Trump Revolu-

tion, We Asked Jackie Brownhill about Politics in Britain vs. the US 

A native of England, Jackie 

Brownhill is a long time 

member of the NPRC and 

recently was honored by the 

Pinellas County Republican 

Executive Committee for 

her many years of service. 

She is the District Leader 

for Districts 64 and 65. 

Membership Builders: New Directory and Member Badges 

 According to its bylaws, the North Pinellas Republican Club provides a benefit to its members in the di-

rectory of members it publishes each year. This year, the directory will be issued next month. 

 Differently from the past, however, the new directory will be issued electronically. The benefits of an 

electronic directory are three: the cost of printing is lowered, the directory can be more easily distributed, 

and it can more easily and frequently be updated. Each member can have one on his or her own computer 

and can print it if desired. All a member  will have to do is let the Membership Vice President, Ron Ogden, 

know, and the club will furnish a printed copy to those who wish one.   

 If you have not done so already, please send you preferred phone number and email address to 

rogden2@outlook.com in order to be included. If you own a business, please include the name of 

the business if you would like it included. 

 Meantime, we will continue to bring members badges to our regular monthly meetings. Please take your 

badge home with you.  If you are new member, you will get one for free, but it will cost $8 to replace lost 

badges.  



 

 

Thursday March 30, 2017 
 C r e s c e n t  O a k s  C o u n t y  C l u b   

For ticket information contact Tim Abbey  813-777-3607 or ask   

Mari Riba at the NPRC meeting. 

 
More than 40 people attended the 

February meeting of the NPRC to 

hear several presentations and an-

nouncements, including a presenta-

tion of our annual financial review by 

Past President Jim Downes. The 

review as approved. 

Maj. Scott Macksam USA (Ret) pre-

sented information about his charity, 

the Veterans Art Center of Tampa 

Bay, and Pinellas Commissioner 

Dave Eggers talked about politics 

and government in the north part of 

the county. 



Congressional Democrats have 

drawn a line in the sand by mak-

ing it clear they 

intend to obstruct 

any action or de-

cision President 

Trump intends to 

make. By doing 

so, they hope to 

slow him down 

and discredit him 

in the process, 

thereby present-

ing an opportunity to retake power 

in the midterm elections. In other 

words, the Democrats have made 

it clear they have no interest in 

working with Mr. Trump, which is 

unfortunate. 

With this in mind, it is time for the 

Republicans to flex their muscles 

and show the Democrats who is in 

charge of the Congress and the 

White House. President Trump 

has demonstrated he is ready to 

undertake an ambitious agenda, 

but we haven’t seen the Congress 

do likewise, at least not yet. May-

be the GOP is intimidated by the 

push-back of the Democrats, or 

perhaps they are in awe of the 

Trump juggernaut, or perhaps it is 

as simple as they are not used to 

leveraging political power and for-

gotten how to do so. Whatever the 

reason, it is time to flex their mus-

cles and grasp victory from the 

jaws of defeat. 

It appears the only thing the liber-

als understand is strength. As 

such, it is time to remove the kid 

gloves and aggressively change 

America, which many pre-

fer to call a “correction.” 

For example, it is obvious 

the Democrats will move 

heaven and earth to defeat 

Neil Gorsuch as nominee 

for the Supreme Court. 

The President is correct 

that the Senate should in-

voke the “nuclear option” 

for his appointment, mean-

ing election through a simple ma-

jority of Senators as opposed to a 

minimum of 60 votes. The door for 

this was opened by then Senate 

Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) 

during the Obama administration 

and used to expedite presidential 

appointments and Obamacare. 

Now the Republicans are in 

charge and the Democrats wish 

this rule didn’t exist as it may very 

well be used to appoint not only 

cabinet positions, but to elect Mr. 

Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. 

Prior to the “nuclear option,” Sena-

tors of both parties were forced to 

work together and compromise, 

which could be construed as a 

positive working relationship. 

However, with the “nuclear option” 

enacted, party polarity has risen 

which has led to walkouts and 

boycotts of committee meetings. 

President Trump has made signifi-

cant progress in the early days of 

his administration, but Americans 

are impatient for such things as 

tax reform (both personal and 

commercial), reducing bureaucrat-

ic red tape on companies, repeal 

and replacement of Obamacare, 

revoking the Iranian nuclear 

agreement, and ensuring peace in 

the Middle East by destroying ISIS 

and stopping the Syrian civil war. 

These are all major undertakings, 

and the GOP needs to be ad-

dressing them now, not later. They 

should be mindful there is no time 

to lose. 

Just remember, the midterm elec-

tions will be held on November 6, 

2018, that’s just next year. At this 

time all 435 seats in the House 

and 33 of the 100 Senate seats 

will be contested, not to mention 

39 governorships. A lot is riding on 

this election which means it is time 

for Congressional Republicans to 

move boldly. 

As Lincoln said, “The dogmas of 

the quiet past, are inadequate to 

the stormy present. The occasion 

is piled high with difficulty, and we 

must rise — with the occasion. As 

our case is new, so we must think 

anew, and act anew.” 

Let’s roll! 

Keep the Faith! 

Time for Republicans to “Roll!” 

says Tim Bryce 

Tim Bryce is a long time mem-

ber of the NPRC, is its webmas-

ter, and writes for the Huffington 

Post. 



Damon Lister Seeks  

Safety Harbor Commission Seat 

 Damon and his wife Kelley love to 

serve the community, and have done 

so in a myriad of ways over recent 

years. They are presently certified fos-

ter parents, and recently adopted their 

son. Damon serves as a Deacon at 

Calvary Church, and as the Treasurer 

of their local homeowners association. 

Damon is a graduate of Florida State 

University, where he earned his Bache-

lor's and Master's Degrees in Business/

Marketing.   Kelley is a Pinellas County 

Schools teacher. Leveraging his back-

ground, skills, and local contacts as a 

Broker associate/in Pinellas County, 

Damon plans to inject a fresh energy 

and urgency for creating a more vibrant 

downtown district in Safety Har-

bor.  Protecting private property rights, 

keeping taxes low, balanced budget for 

the city, and driving economic develop-

ment are key goals of Damon's cam-

paign for City Commission.  

 

 Damon's recent accomplishments: 

-Endorsed by Pinellas Realtor Org, Jan 

2017  

-Graduate, Leadership Pinellas 2016  

-Graduate, Leadership Institute 

(Pinellas Realtor Organization) 2015  

-Safety Harbor Code Enforcement 

Board Member April 2016- present 

Lister: A Bio 

Damon Lister, a candidate in the March 14 City of Safety Har-

bor municipal election, is shown at a meet and greet this 

month with his family, wife Kelley, son Jonah and dog 

“Wembley.” 

Have any news of a political, business or social event 

that you would like to share  with your fellow club mem-

bers via our newsletter? 

Send your information to Ron Ogden, at rog-

den2@outlook.com. Please do not include .pdfs  because 

they are hard to work with. Most picture formats are wel-

come. 

If you are a member and have an event coming up that 

you would like to see mentioned, send us a flyer (.pdfs ok 

in this case.) We will do our best to get it in. 



is of no interest to them. They 

screamed for single payer or 

Medicare for all. My questions 

are where is the equal represen-

tation in these meetings and 

where are my fellow REPUBLI-

CANS?  

Do the Republicans not realize 

what is happening here? Yes, 

we won but this win needs to be 

defended. We cannot let these 

activists hijack our votes. We 

cannot let them intimidate us 

into silence...silence is con-

sent....we must at the very least 

show up and support our Repub-

lican representatives. We must 

show up at their town hall meet-

ings and speak up. There was 

an excellent article in The Hill 

and the Washington Post which I 

feel accurately describes what 

the Democratic activists are suc-

cessfully doing.  "A Democratic 

Tea Party grass roots movement 

is forming", says the article in 

the Washington Post and they 

are tapping into an energy and 

enthusiasm to bring out new vot-

ers in 2018 midterm elections. 

The Democrats are organizing 

nationwide marches against our 

president, and university cam-

puses are rioting and we are si-

lent! What are we doing on a 

grass roots level? What is it that 

are our party leaders are organ-

izing in response? Just to say 

we won is not going to be 

enough and I for one worked too 

hard knocking on doors, flag 

Bilirakis Meeting 

(Continued from page 1) 

“disconcerting.” 

The Florida House of Repre-

sentatives is already consider-

ing the topic, but most likely 

changing the terms of judges 

would require an amendment to 

the state constitution, a difficult 

prospect.   

The Speaker of the Florida 

House, Richard Corcoran, is an 

advocate of term limits. Some 

say he, too, is considering a 

gubernatorial bid, while others 

have said not. 

The proposal now being dis-

cussed would limit judges to a 

total of 12 years of service in 

two six-year terms, with the 

people having the right to vote 

to fire them after six years. 

Latvala served as senator from 

north Pinellas from 1994 to 

2002 and then again from  

2009 until present. 

(Continued from page 1) 

waving, making calls, and do-

nating money to now lose our 

momentum! We must not lead 

from behind any longer. Re-

member patriots: SILENCE IS 

CONSENT AND WE CAN NO 

LONGER BE THE SILENT 

MAJORITY. 

A very concerned patriot! 

—By Elizabeth Posner 

Latvala on Limits 

 Do the names John Morgan 

and Stephen Bittel  mean any-

thing to you?  

 The two have 

emerged as the 

top dogs in the 

Florida Democratic 

Party. Morgan, the 

puffy-faced “For 

the People” ambu-

lance-chaser from 

Orlando, is mooted 

as being the par-

ty’s preferred 

choice for its nomi-

nation for governor 

in 2018 (with no, 

meaning ZERO, 

government experience, it 

seems). Bittel recently was elect-

ed chairman of the state party, 

 What do they have in com-

mon? Each one is worth scores 

of millions of dollars, at least. Bit-

tel is a real-estate developer and 

oil man. Morgan is a lawyer, and 

not much else.  

 The point is the Democratic 

Party, once again, is going to try 

to convince the people who 

aren’t paying attention that it is 

the party of the “little guy”. But it 

isn’t.  It is the party of super-rich 

white males, and the fact that it 

has only means that we, the Re-

publicans, have a wonderful op-

portunity to appeal to the people 

they have chosen to leave be-

hind. 

Florida Democrats 

Become the Party 

of Really, Really 

Rich White Guys 

Bittel 

Morgan 



NPRC Book Club Hears of the Centuries of 

the Crusades and the Knights Templar 

 

 

Dear Club Members:  Thanks to 

you to all who attended the meet-

ing on the Cru-

sades and the 

Knights Tem-

plar.  Thanks 

also to Adele 

and Ken 

Crompton for 

being such gra-

cious hosts and 

making their 

house available for this meeting.   

The next book to be read will 

be Genghis Kahn and the Making 

of the Modern World     Weather-

ford, J. McIver. Any book on Gen-

ghis Kahn is acceptable.   Thank 

you, Jackie, for agreeing to lead 

the discussion of this book and 

thank you Ron Walker for agree-

ing to provide your house for the 

meeting next time.  That date will 

be March 9th.  Ron's address is as 

follows:  2524 Marina Key Lane, 

Clearwater, FL  33763 

Here are  notes about the Knights 

Templar: 

1. Who were the Knights Tem-

plar?  When were they founded- 

(1119)? Recognized by Holy See 

in 1139AD. a Catholic military or-

der recognized in 1139 by papal 

bull Omne Datum Optimum of the 

Holy See. The order was founded 

in 1119 by Hugues de Payens,a 

French nobleman from the Cham-

pagne region, and active from 

about 1129 to 1312. He collected 

eight of his knighted relatives in-

cluding Godfrey de Saint-Omer, 

and began the 

Order. Hugues 

de Payens was 

chosen by the 

knights to be the 

Master of the 

Temple. The or-

der, which was 

among the 

wealthiest and 

most powerful, 

became a fa-

voured charity 

throughout 

Christendom and 

grew rapidly in 

membership and 

power. They 

were prominent 

in Christian fi-

nance. Templar 

knights, in their 

distinctive white 

mantles with a 

red cross, were 

among the most 

skilled fighting 

units of the Crusades. Non-

combatant members of the order 

managed a large economic infra-

structure throughout Christendom, 

developing innovative financial 

techniques that were an early form 

of banking and building fortifica-

tions across Europe and the Holy 

Land. 

2. How were the knights orga-

nized?  There were actually 

three classes within the orders. 

The highest class was the knight. 

When a candidate was sworn into 

the order, the initiation made the 

knight a monk. They wore white 

robes. The knights could hold no 

property and receive no private 

letters. He could not be married or 

betrothed and cannot have any 

vow in any other Order. He could 

not have debt more than he could 

pay, and no infirmities. The Tem-

plar priest class was similar to the 

modern day military chaplain. 

Wearing green robes, they con-

ducted religious services, led pray-

ers, and were assigned record 

keeping and letter writing. They 

always wore gloves, unless they 

were giving Holy Communion. The 

mounted men-at-arms represent-

ed the most common class, and 

they were called "brothers". They 

were usually assigned two horses 

(Continued on page 10) 

Helena Nunn 



each and held many positions, in-

cluding guard, steward, squire or 

other support vocations. As the 

main support staff, they wore black 

or brown robes and were partially 

garbed in chain mail or plate mail. 

The armor was not as complete as 

the knights. Because of this infra-

structure, the warriors were well-

trained and very well armed. Even 

their horses were trained to fight in 

combat, fully armored. The combi-

nation of soldier and monk was al-

so a powerful one, as to the Tem-

plar knights, martyrdom in battle 

was one of the most glorious ways 

to die. 

3. Why were they founded?  The 

Knights Templar trace their origin 

back to shortly after the First Cru-

sade. Their stated mission to pro-

tect pilgrims from the Muslims on 

their journey to visit the Holy Plac-

es-from the seacoast to Jerusalem. 

They approached King Baldwin II of 

Jerusalem, who allowed them to 

set up headquarters on the Temple 

Mount. The Dome of the Rock, at 

the center of the Mount, was under-

stood to occupy the site of the Jew-

ish Temple. Known to Christians 

throughout the Muslim occupation 

of Jerusalem as the Holy of Holies, 

the Dome of the Rock became a 

Christian church, the Templum 

Domini, the Temple of the Lord.  

Their job besides protecting the 

pilgrims was also to defend the 

Christian kingdom of Jerusalem, of 

the eastern church and all the holy 

places.  It was King Baldwin who 

asked the Holy See to confirm their 

institution for the defense of Pales-

tine. Hugues de Payens and 4 oth-

er knights traveled to Rome to see 

Pope Honorius and attend the ec-

clesiastical council assembled at 

Troyes in 1128 and they were giv-

en rules of conduct.  The Abbott of 

Clairvaus formed a code of statutes 

fit and proper for the governance of 

the great religious and military fra-

ternity of the Temple. They were 

officially sanctioned by the Church 

in 1129. 

 

4. a.Why were so many pilgrims 

attracted to the Holy Lands?  

Thanks to the mother of Constan-

tine (Helena) who discovered the 

Holy Sepulchre.  Over this sacred 

monument she and son Constan-

tine erected the Church of the Res-

urrection (now called the Church of 

the Holy Sepulchre) in the old sec-

tion of Jerusalem (construction 

started in 326AD). It is thought to 

be the place of Christ's crucifixion 

and his tomb. In 1064 AD this 

Church was visited by 7000 pil-

grims.   

b.Who were the Hospitallers of St. 

John? Founded in 1023 in Jeru-

salem. Hospitals were constructed 

near the Church of Resurrection, 

one for males and the other for fe-

males. Those who attended upon 

the sick pilgrims were called the 

Knights (Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 12) 





Hospitaliers of St. John.  The Hos-

pitaliers arose, in the early 12th 

century, at the time of the great 

monastic reformation, as a group of 

individuals associated with an 

Amalfitan hospital in the Muristan 

district of Jerusalem, dedicated to 

John the Baptist and founded 

around 1023 by Gerard Thom to 

provide care for sick, poor or in-

jured pilgrims coming to the Holy 

Land. Some scholars, however, 

consider that the Amalfitan order 

and hospital were different from 

Gerard Thom's order and its hospi-

tal. After the conquest of Jerusalem 

in 1099 during the First Crusade, 

the organization became a religious 

and military order under its own 

Papal charter, charged with the 

care and defense of the Holy Land. 

Following the conquest of the Holy 

Land by Islamic forces, the knights 

operated from Rhodes, over which 

they were sovereign, and later from 

Malta.                                        

 

5. What was the Byzantine Em-

pire? The Byzantine Empire, also 

referred to as the Eastern Roman 

Empire, was the continuation of the 

Roman Empire in the East during 

Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages, 

when its capital city was Constanti-

nople (modern-day Istanbul, which 

had been founded as Byzantium). It 

survived the fragmentation and fall 

of the Western Roman Empire in 

the 5th century AD and continued 

to exist for an additional thousand 

years until it fell to the Ottoman 

Turks in 1453.[2] During most of its 

existence, the empire was the most 

powerful economic, cultural, and 

military force in Europe. Both 

"Byzantine Empire" and "Eastern 

Roman Empire" are historiograph-

ical terms created after the end of 

the realm: Constantine I (r. 324–

337) reorganized the empire, made 

Constantinople the new capital, 

and legalized Christianity. Under 

Theodosius I (r. 379–395), Christi-

anity became the Empire's official 

state religion and other religious 

practices were proscribed. Finally, 

under the reign of Heraclius (r. 610

–641), the Empire's military and 

administration were restructured 

and adopted Greek for official use 

instead of Latin. Thus, although the 

Roman state continued and Roman 

state traditions were maintained, 

modern historians distinguish By-

zantium from ancient Rome insofar 

as it was centered on Constantino-

ple, oriented towards Greek rather 

than Latin culture, and character-

ized by Orthodox Christianity. The 

borders of the Empire evolved sig-

nificantly over its existence, as it 

went through several cycles of de-

cline and recovery. During the reign 

of Justinian I (r. 527–565), the Em-

pire reached its greatest extent af-

ter reconquering much of the his-

torically Roman western Mediterra-

nean coast, including North Africa, 

Italy, and Rome itself, which it held 

for two more centuries. During the 

Macedonian dynasty (10th–11th 

centuries), the Empire again ex-

panded and experienced the two-

century long Macedonian Renais-

sance, which came to an end with 

the loss of much of Asia Minor to 

the Seljuk Turks after the Battle of 

Manzikert in 1071. This battle 

opened the way for the Turks to 

settle in Anatolia. The Empire re-

covered again during the Komneni-

an restoration, such that by the 

12th century Constantinople was 

the largest and wealthiest Europe-

an city. However, it was delivered a 

mortal blow during the Fourth Cru-

sade, when Constantinople was 

sacked in 1204 and the territories 

that the Empire formerly governed 

were divided into competing Byzan-

tine Greek and Latin realms. De-

spite the eventual recovery of Con-

stantinople in 1261, the Byzantine 

Empire remained only one of sev-

eral small rival states in the area for 

the final two centuries of its exist-

ence. Its remaining territories were 

progressively annexed by the Otto-

mans over the 15th century. The 

Fall of Constantinople to the Otto-

man Empire in 1453 finally ended 

the Byzantine Empire. 

6. What caused the First Cru-

sade (1095-1099), who fought, 

and who won. Through the Byz-

antine empire great numbers of 

pilgrims for centuries had passed to 

visit Palestine.  With the improved 

condition of the western nations, 

which led to an extension of com-

merce in the East, the pilgrimage to 

that part of the world acquired a 

new importance.   In 1070 the Sel-

juks took possession of Jerusalem, 

inflicting hardships on the pilgrims 

by intolerable exactions, insult, and 

plunder.  Besides outraging Chris-

tian sentiment, they ruined the 

commerce of the western nations. 

Throughout Europe arose the cry 

for vengeance, and men's minds 

were fully prepared for an attempt 

to conquer Palestine when their 

leaders began to preach the sacred 

duty of delivering the Holy Sepul-

chre from the hands of the infidels. 

The Turks under their general Atsiz 

quickly swept away the Shi’a cali-

phate and conquered the city, mas-

sacring 3,000 citizens, an unintend-

ed atrocity that was rectified by the 

removal of Atsiz by the Seljuks. 

The governance of Jerusalem was 

entrusted to a Turkish emir named 

Ortok, who decided to institute a 

harsher policy towards Christians. 

Pilgrims and churches were often 

extorted and harassed. Despite 

this, Gibbon viewed the inconven-
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iences of the new policies as being 

grossly exaggerated by the later 

Crusaders. He claimed that the 

sacrilege of Hakem was much 

graver than anything Ortok institut-

ed.  

7. Who or what brought about 

The Crusader States?  After the 

First Crusade, to govern the con-

quered territory, those crusaders 

who remained established four 

large western settlements, or Cru-

sader states, in Jerusalem, Edes-

sa, Antioch and Tripoli. Guarded by 

formidable castles, the Crusader 

states retained the upper hand in 

the region until around 1130, when 

Muslim forces began gaining 

ground in their own holy war (or 

jihad) against the Christians, whom 

they called “Franks.” In 1144, the 

Seljuk general Zangi, governor of 

Mosul, captured Edessa, leading to 

the loss of the northernmost Cru-

sader state. 

8. What caused the second cru-

sade  (1147-49), who authorized 

the crusade and who fought 

whom and who won?  News of 

Edessa’s fall stunned Europe, and 

led Christian authorities in the West 

to call for another Crusade. Led by 

two great rulers, King Louis VII of 

France and King Conrad III of Ger-

many, the Second Crusade began 

in 1147. That October, the Turks 

crushed Conrad’s forces at 

Dorylaeum, site of a great victory 

during the First Crusade. The sec-

ond Battle of Dorylaeum took place 

at Dorylaeum on October 25, 1147, 

during the Second Crusade. Con-

rad III, running out of provisions, 

stopped there to rest, and his army 

of 20,000 men was badly defeated 

by the Seljuk Turks led by Mesud I. 

The Germans were unable to con-

tinue the Crusade, and Conrad 

made his way (with his remaining 

army of 2,000 men) to the army led 

by Louis VII of France, although the 

Crusade eventually failed com-

pletely. After Louis and Conrad 

managed to assemble their armies 

at Jerusalem, they decided to at-

tack the Syrian stronghold of Da-

mascus with an army of some 

50,000 (the largest Crusader force 

yet). Previously well disposed to-

wards the Franks, Damascus’ ruler 

was forced to call on Nur al-Din, 

Zangi’s successor in Mosul, for aid. 

The combined Muslim forces dealt 

a humiliating defeat to the Crusad-

ers, decisively ending the Second 

Crusade; Nur al-Din would add Da-

mascus to his expanding empire in 

1154. 

9. Third Crusade (1189-92); After 

numerous attempts by the Crusad-

ers of Jerusalem to capture Egypt, 

Nur al-Din’s forces (led by the gen-

eral Shirkuh and his nephew, Sala-

din) seized Cairo in 1169 and 

forced the Crusader army to evacu-

ate. Upon Shirkuh’s subsequent 

death, Saladin assumed control 

and began a campaign of con-

quests that accelerated after Nur al

-Din’s death in 1174. In 1187, Sala-

din began a major campaign 

against the Crusader Kingdom of 

Jerusalem. His troops virtually de-

stroyed the Christian army at the 

battle of Hattin, taking the city 

along with a large amount of territo-

ry. The Muslim armies under Sala-

din captured or killed the vast ma-

jority of the Crusader forces, re-

moving their capability to wage 

war. As a direct result of the battle, 

Muslims once again became the 

eminent military power in the Holy 

Land, re-conquering Jerusalem and 

several other Crusader-held cities. 

These Christian defeats prompted 

the Third Crusade, which began 

two years after the Battle of Hattin.  

Outrage over these defeats in-

spired the Third Crusade, led by 

rulers such as the aging Emperor 

Frederick Barbarossa (who was 

drowned at Anatolia before his en-

tire army reached Syria), King Phil-

ip II of France and King Richard I of 

England (known as Richard the 

Lionheart). In September 1191, 

Richard’s forces defeated those of 

Saladin in the battle of Arsuf; it 

would be the only true battle of the 

Third Crusade. From the recap-

tured city of Jaffa, Richard reestab-

lished Christian control over some 

of the region and approached Jeru-

salem, though he refused to lay 

siege to the city. In September 

1192, Richard and Saladin signed 

a peace treaty that reestablished 

the Kingdom of Jerusalem (though 

without the city of Jerusalem) and 

ended the Third Crusade. 

10. Fourth to Sixth Crusade 

(1198-1229)-- Though the powerful 

Pope Innocent III called for a new 

Crusade in 1198, power struggles 

in and between Europe and Byzan-

tium drove the Crusaders to divert 

their mission in order to topple the 

reigning Byzantine emperor, Alex-

ius III, in favor of his nephew, who 

became Alexius IV in mid-1203. 

The new emperor’s attempts to 

submit the Byzantine church to 

Rome met with stiff resistance, and 

Alexius IV was strangled after a 

palace coup in early 1204. In re-

sponse, the Crusaders declared 

war on Constantinople, and the 

Fourth Crusade ended with the 

conquest and looting of the magnif-

icent Byzantine capital later that 

year.The remainder of the 13th 

century saw a variety of Crusades 

aimed not so much at toppling 

Muslim forces in the Holy Land as 

at combating any and all of those 

seen as enemies of the Christian 

faith. The Albigensian Crusade 
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(1208-29) aimed to root out the he-

retical Cathari or Albigensian sect 

of Christianity in France, while the 

Baltic Crusades (1211-25) sought 

to subdue pagans in Transylvania. 

In the Fifth Crusade, put in motion 

by Pope Innocent III before his 

death in 1216, the Crusaders at-

tacked Egypt from both land and 

sea, but were forced to surrender 

to Muslim defenders led by 

Saladin’s nephew, Al-Malik al-

Kamil, in 1221. In 1229, in what 

became known as the Sixth Cru-

sade, Emperor Frederick II 

achieved the peaceful transfer of 

Jerusalem to Crusader control 

through negotiation with al-Kamil. 

The peace treaty expired a decade 

later, and Muslims easily regained 

control of Jerusalem. 

11. The Final Crusades: Sev-

enth Crusade (1239-41), Eighth 

Crusade against Egypt (1249) Final 

Crusade (1291)at the coastal port 

of Acre, the effective capital of the 

Crusaders in the region since the 

end of the Third Crusade. 

Through the end of the 13th centu-

ry, groups of Crusaders sought to 

gain ground in the Holy Land 

through short-lived raids that 

proved little more than an annoy-

ance to Muslim rulers in the region.  

The Seventh Crusade (1239-41), 

led by Thibault IV of Champagne, 

briefly recaptured Jerusalem, 

though it was lost again in 1244 to 

Khwarazmian forces enlisted by the 

sultan of Egypt. 

 In 1249, King Louis IX of France 

led the Eighth Crusade against 

Egypt, which ended in defeat at 

Mansura (site of a similar defeat in 

the Fifth Crusade) the following 

year. As the Crusaders struggled, a 

new dynasty known as the Mam-

luks–descended from former slaves 

of the sultan–took power in Egypt. 

In 1260, Mamluk forces in Pales-

tine managed to halt the advance 

of the Mongols, an invading force 

led by Genghis Khan and his de-

scendants that had emerged as a 

potential ally for the Christians in 

the region. Under the ruthless Sul-

tan Baybars, the Mamluks demol-

ished Antioch in 1268, prompting 

Louis IX to set out on another Cru-

sade, which ended in his death in 

North Africa (he was later canon-

ized). 

A new Mamluk sultan, Qalawan, 

had defeated the Mongols by the 

end of 1281 and turned his atten-

tion back to the Crusaders, captur-

ing Tripoli in 1289.  

In what was considered the last 

Crusade, a fleet of warships from 

Venice and Aragon arrived to de-

fend what remained of the Crusad-

er states in 1290. The following 

year, Qalawan’s son and succes-

sor, al-Ashraf Khalil, marched with 

a huge army against the coastal 

port of Acre, the effective capital of 

the Crusaders in the region since 

the end of the Third Crusade. After 

only seven weeks under siege, 

Acre fell, effectively ending the Cru-

sades in the Holy Land after nearly 

two centuries. Though the Church 

organized minor Crusades with lim-

ited goals after 1291–mainly mili-

tary campaigns aimed at pushing 

Muslims from conquered territory or 

conquering pagan regions–support 

for such efforts disappeared in the 

16th century, with the rise of the 

Reformation and the corresponding 

decline of papal authority. 

12. What caused the end of the 

Knights Templar and when did 

this occur?  1307-1312 

The Templars were closely tied to 

the Crusades; when the Holy Land 

was lost, support for the order fad-

ed. Rumours about the Templars' 

secret initiation ceremony created 

distrust, and King Philip IV of 

France – deeply in debt to the or-

der – took advantage of the situa-

tion to gain control over them. In 

1307, he had many of the order's 

members in France arrested, tor-

tured into giving false confessions, 

and burned at the stake.[10] Pope 

Clement V disbanded the order in 

1312 under pressure from King 

Philip. 

The papal process started by Pope 

Clement V, to investigate both the 

Order as a whole and its members 

individually found virtually no 

knights guilty of heresy outside 

France. Fifty-four knights were exe-

cuted in France by French authori-

ties as relapsed heretics after 

denying their original testimonies 

before the papal commission; these 

executions were motivated by 

Philip's desire to prevent Templars 

from mounting an effective defence 

of the Order. It failed miserably, as 

many members testified against the 

charges of heresy in the ensuing 

papal investigation 

In 1305, the new Pope Clement V, 

based in Avignon, France, sent let-

ters to both the Templar Grand 

Master Jacques de Molay and the 

Hospitaller Grand Master Fulk de 

Villaret to discuss the possibility of 

merging the two orders. Neither 

was amenable to the idea, but 

Pope Clement persisted, and in 

1306 he invited both Grand Mas-

ters to France to discuss the mat-

ter. De Molay arrived first in early 

1307, but de Villaret was delayed 

for several months. While waiting, 

De Molay and Clement discussed 

criminal charges that had been 

made two years earlier by an oust-
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ed Templar and were being dis-

cussed by King Philip IV of France 

and his ministers. It was generally 

agreed that the charges were false, 

but Clement sent the king a written 

request for assistance in the inves-

tigation. According to some histori-

ans, King Philip, who was already 

deeply in debt to the Templars from 

his war with the English, decided to 

seize upon the rumors for his own 

purposes. He began pressuring the 

church to take action against the 

order, as a way of freeing himself 

from his debts. 

At dawn on Friday, 13 October 

1307 (a date sometimes linked with 

the origin of the Friday the 13th su-

perstition) King Philip IV ordered de 

Molay and scores of other French 

Templars to be simultaneously ar-

rested. The arrest warrant started 

with the phrase: "Dieu n'est pas 

content, nous avons des ennemis 

de la foi dans le Royaume" ["God is 

not pleased. We have enemies of 

the faith in the kingdom"].[33] 

Claims were made that during 

Templar admissions ceremonies, 

recruits were forced to spit on the 

Cross, deny Christ, and engage in 

indecent kissing; brethren were al-

so accused of worshiping idols, and 

the order was said to have encour-

aged homosexual practices.[34] 

The Templars were charged with 

numerous other offences such as 

financial corruption, fraud, and se-

crecy.[35] Many of the accused 

confessed to these charges under 

torture, and these confessions, 

even though obtained under du-

ress, caused a scandal in Paris. 

The prisoners were coerced to con-

fess that they had spat on the 

Cross:. The Templars were ac-

cused of idolatry and were suspect-

ed of worshipping either a figure 

known as Baphomet or a mummi-

fied severed head they recovered, 

amongst other artifacts, at their 

original headquarters on the Tem-

ple Mount that many scholars theo-

rize might have been that of John 

the Baptist, among other things.[36] 

Relenting to Phillip's demands, 

Pope Clement then issued the pa-

pal bull Pastoralis Praeeminentiae 

on 22 November 1307, which in-

structed all Christian monarchs in 

Europe to arrest all Templars and 

seize their assets.[37] Pope Clem-

ent called for papal hearings to de-

termine the Templars' guilt or inno-

cence, and once freed of the In-

quisitors' torture, many Templars 

recanted their confessions. Some 

had sufficient legal experience to 

defend themselves in the trials, but 

in 1310, having appointed the arch-

bishop of Sens, Philippe de Mari-

gny, to lead the investigation, Philip 

blocked this attempt, using the pre-

viously forced confessions to have 

dozens of Templars burned at the 

stake in Paris. 

With Philip threatening military ac-

tion unless the pope complied with 

his wishes, Pope Clement finally 

agreed to disband the order, citing 

the public scandal that had been 

generated by the confessions. At 

the Council of Vienne in 1312, he 

issued a series of papal bulls, in-

cluding Vox in excelso, which offi-

cially dissolved the order, and Ad 

providam, which turned over most 

Templar assets to the Hospitallers. 

As for the leaders of the order, the 

elderly Grand Master Jacques de 

Molay, who had confessed under 

torture, retracted his confession. 

Geoffroi de Charney, Preceptor of 

Normandy, also retracted his con-

fession and insisted on his inno-

cence. Both men were declared 

guilty of being relapsed heretics, 

and they were sentenced to burn 

alive at the stake in Paris on 18 

March 1314. De Molay reportedly 

remained defiant to the end, asking 

to be tied in such a way that he 

could face the Notre Dame Cathe-

dral and hold his hands together in 

prayer.[42] According to legend, he 

called out from the flames that both 

Pope Clement and King Philip 

would soon meet him before God. 

His actual words were recorded on 

the parchment as follows : "Dieu 

sait qui a tort et a péché. Il va 

bientot arriver malheur à ceux qui 

nous ont condamnés à mort" (free 

translation : "God knows who is 

wrong and has sinned. Soon a ca-

lamity will occur to those who have 

condemned us to death").Pope 

Clement died only a month later, 

and King Philip died in a hunting 

accident before the end of the year. 

With the last of the order's leaders 

gone, the remaining Templars 

around Europe were either arrested 

and tried under the Papal investiga-

tion (with virtually none convicted), 

absorbed into other military orders 

such as the Knights Hospitaller, or 

pensioned off and allowed to live 

out their days peacefully. By papal 

decree, the property of the Tem-

plars was transferred to the Knights 

Hospitaller, which also absorbed 

many of the Templars' members. In 

effect, the dissolution of the Tem-

plars could be seen as the merger 

of the two rival orders.[46] Templar 

organizations simply changed their 

name, from Knights Templar to Or-

der of Christ and also a parallel Su-

preme Order of Christ of the Holy 

See in which both are considered 

the successors. 

—by Helena Nunn 
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The City of Dunedin had 

very few parcels of land that 

could be developed for a base-

ball complex.  In order to devel-

op a complex similar to the Phil-

lies complex (Clearwater) we 

would need 25 acres.  Over the 

past three years there were only 

three sites that met the size cri-

teria but some had neighbor-

hood impacts, lacked accessibil-

ity, and had high land acquisition 

costs.  So the Blue Jay’s willing-

ness to stay in Dunedin left them 

to accept the current stadium 

and training center locations 

with renovations. 

Compared to all other 

Florida spring training locations, 

Dunedin is the least modern but 

has a reputation as comfortable 

and fan-friendly.  The stadium 

renovations will increase capaci-

ty from 5,500 to 8,500, offer a 

360-degree experience (you can 

walk around outfield), have more 

shaded areas, and improved fan 

amenities like improved entry-

ways, concessions, and mer-

chandise areas.  The training 

complex renovations would in-

crease the size of the training 

and rehabilitation areas; add 

more training fields (from 4 to 6), 

update strength and rehabilita-

tion equipment, and size the fa-

cility to accommodate up to 150 

players at any one time.   

The total costs in net 

present value (NPV) of the reno-

vations are $81 million.  The 

funding partners for the project 

are: · Pinellas County $46.5 M 

(57% of total) ;·Toronto Blue 

Jays $15.2 M (19% of total); 

Stadium (Continued from page 2) ·State of Florida $13.7 M (17% of 

total); ·City of Dunedin $5.6 M 

(7% of total) . 

The Dunedin and Toronto 

Blue Jays partnership has existed 

for 40 years.  A study conducted 

by Bonn Marketing Inc. and Niel-

son Sports in 2016 entitled 

“Economic and Media Contribu-

tion Upon Pinellas County, Flori-

da”, details an overall annual eco-

nomic value of the Blue Jays or-

ganization to Pinellas County of 

$97 million.  With these renova-

tions the City of Dunedin and To-

ronto Blue Jays organization 

would execute a new 25 year 

lease agreement.  With $97 mil-

lion annual economic value as-

suming a straightline valuation 

over the next 25 years the County 

of Pinellas would receive $2.4 

billion of economic value over the 

length of the agreement.  

The City of Dunedin and 

Toronto Blue Jays have both 

committed to the funding but the 

funds from the county and state 

has yet to be secured.  The City 

of Dunedin has applied to Pinel-

las County (via the TDC) for fund-

ing of $46.5 million.  The funds 

requested would come from the 

county tourist bed tax.  The appli-

cation is currently being reviewed 

by the TDC and will be discussed 

at the upcoming March 15th meet-

ing.  

Once funding from Pinel-

las County is secured, the City of 

Dunedin will apply for the maxi-

mum grant allowed by Florida 

Statue Section 288.11625 which 

is $1 million a year for 20 years.  

This statue allows for incentives 

for new stadium builds or up-

grades to existing Spring Train-

ing locations in order to keep 

them in Florida and not move to 

the state of Arizona. 

The applications for fund-

ing from Pinellas County and the 

State may not be approved be-

cause of attempts to “end corpo-

rate welfare” in the Florida Leg-

islature.  There are two bills that 

have the support of House 

Speaker Richard Corcoran, R-

Land O’Lakes that would elimi-

nate current incentives to retain 

Spring Training teams in Florida 

and prevent counties to fund sta-

dium projects with tourist tax dol-

lars.  These bills are SB 236 – 

Sports Development and Pro-

posed Committee Bill CCS 17-

01.   

As a conservative I am 

all for being fiscally responsible 

and for spending taxpayer dol-

lars wisely.  I think in the case of 

Dunedin and the Blue Jays we 

have a great case for making the 

investment and have to disagree 

with some of my fellow con-

servatives.  The Dunedin Stadi-

um upgrade and expansion pro-

ject will be a benefit to Dunedin 

and County of Pinellas.  We 

need to defeat SB 236 and CCS 

17-01.  This will allow the Pinel-

las County TDC and Board of 

County Commissioners to ap-

prove funding of $46.5 million 

and the State to provide $13.7 

million (NPV) of funding for the 

project.  For more information 

about this project visit:   http://

www.dunedingov.com/

index.aspx?page=367 

 




