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Jacques is First Out-of-the-Box for
District 66 House Race
The 2018 election cycle is underway already, and it will
be an interesting one for Florida and Pinellas County. A
new governor, cabinet and legislature will be elected, 75year-old Bill Nelson is ripe for defeat in his US Senate
seat, and three county commission seats are on the ballot here. From Pensacola to Key West, rumors are rife
about people who intend to run, or are thinking about
running, and here in Pinellas one man has already announced his candidacy for a seat in Tallahassee. Berny
Jacques’ campaign is particularly interesting because he
would be one of few Black Republicans elected to this
level of responsibility and probably would be the first Haitian-American Republican so chosen.
Jacques, who lives in Seminole, wants to win the seat
being vacated by Larry Ahern in the 66th District of the
Florida House of Representatives. A 30-year old bachelor, Jacques came to America at age seven, lived in
Southwest Florida, went to college in Washington, DC,
interned for Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, and earned his law
degree from Stetson College of Law in Gulfport. He
spent several years working for State Attorney Bernie
McCabe where he handled a wide variety of criminal cases. Now he is with the Berkowitz & Myer law firm in St.
Petersburg where he works in civil law.
As might be anticipated of a former prosecutor, public
safety is the first on Jacques’s list of legislative priorities.
He describes himself as “pro-law enforcement officer”
and, while he admits that not all police officers are good
at their jobs, he thinks the anti-cop news stories of the
past couple years are “sensationalized.”
“Safe neighborhoods are the priority,” he said. “And we
have to push back against any ideology that says otherwise.”
Further on the topic, he firmly defended Governor Rick
Scott’s decision to remove a controversial Orlando prosecutor from trying cases after the prosecutor said she
would not seek the death penalty. There is such a thing
as prosecutorial discretion, he said, but it should be on a
case-by-case basis. The Orlando prosecutor had stated

a blanket refusal to seek the death penalty.
“That sends the wrong message,”
Jacques said.
On other subjects, Jacques supports educational choice and favors tax credits
and scholarships. He is in favor of more
vocational training and would like to use
tax incentives to encourage job growth.
He believes his first job as a representative is just that: to represent the wishes of
his constituents, but he does not fear to
take on the role of leader. He favors government efforts to improve the economy
and encourage new jobs. Thinking about
the future of such entities as Enterprise
Florida, which Speaker of the House
Richard Corcoran wants to cut, Jacques
noted that 49 other states have similar
(Continued on page 11)
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We are pleased to report that our Kentucky Derby
Party has been sold

out and that we will be una-

ble to accept further reservations.
If you have not reserved your space for the party,
please do not plan to attend as seating is limited.
Thanks to all who are attending!
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Our Club
Political Action Group Organizing for ’17-18 Push
Our team is studying and analyzing ways in which to engage more of our members
to become involved in political activities, in addition to recruiting more members into
our organization. We cannot afford to rest on our laurels, nor can we assume that
someone else is going to pick up the slack and do the majority of the work which we
can all do together. We need all hands on deck, and let’s have fun!!! We have had two
Presidential Watch Parties and sign wavings since President Trump was elected!
I would like to thank John Keller, co chairman of the committee, who has worked
tirelessly to create spreadsheets indicating our strengths and our weaknesses in areas
where we can improve. Ron Walker, our President, has also facilitated our cause and
our mission. Ron Ogden, 2nd Vice President and membership chairman, has been
working diligently to update the directory, thereby further facilitating the networking
that is essential in creating a volunteer network. Mari Riba, committee member, has been instrumental in
coming up with fresh ideas and in contacting our local legislators in order to further facilitate networking.
Angela Baptiste, Mary Ellen Crowder, and Kristen Chambers are members who are very pro-active, further
facilitating our cause, reaching out into our community.

Please contact me with any questions you might have. Let’s get to work and LET’s HAVE FUN!!!
—by Pamela McAloon, Chairman

Book Club Ranges from “Marco to the Medicis”
Attendees: Ken Crompton, Adele Crompton, Ron Walker, Jim Downes, MaryEllen Crowder, Rox
Corbo, Pam McAloon, Barbara Jacobs, Jackie Brownhill, John Keller, Helena Nunn
Dear Book Club Members: Thank you all for attending last night's book club. I also want to thank John Halpin for his notes and questions and do hope he is feeling
better. John, as a result of your notes, we were able to have a very good discussion
of Marco Polo, Il Milione. For those interested there are two different series about
Marco Polo on Amazon Prime. Netflix may also have one as well as PBS-all different
movies but all about Marco Polo.
I also want to thank Ron and Ken for coming up with the next 3 books. The next
book to be discussed May 11th will be a choice of either The Medici by Paul Strethern
or The House of Medici by Christopher Hibbert.
The June book will be a choice either for The Borgias and their Enemies by Christopher Hibbert or Lucretia Borgia by Ferdinand Gregarvins. Finally the July book will be a choice of either Joan of
Arc by Mark Twain or Joan of Arc: A Life Transfigured by Kathryn Harrison. The location will be at Roz
Corbo's home. Thank you Roz for your gracious offer to use your house. Roz's address is 3442 Tanglewood Terrace, Palm Harbor, FL 34685
Finally, I want to thank Ken and Adele Crompton for offering their house last night for the book club
and for the refreshments.

—By Helena Nunn
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Our Club
Time to Get Your Badges Before the Party!

The club has decided that every member who wants one can get a badge at the club’s cost (for the first
one). We are trying to make sure that everyone who does want one can get it or have it ordered. The pictures above show all the badges that members have not picked up yet. Please get them at the May meeting at Leo’s or at the Kentucky Derby Day Party at the Jim Downes residence on May 6th. If you just joined
the club, please contact Ron Ogden at rogden2@outlook.com to make sure a badge is being printed for
you. Then take it home and wear it proudly at club functions!
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Our Club
Mayor Bevis Talks About Oldsmar’s Growth
Doug Bevis, the mayor of Oldsmar, reviewed an era of growth in his city in the
far northeast of Pinellas County when he keynoted the monthly NPRC meeting
at Leo’s Italian Grille on April 20.
Bevis reminisced about arriving in Oldsmar in 1982 when there was hardly a
light to be seen along Tampa Road between West Tampa and East Lake. Now
things are different. He recalled negotiating with developers who threatened to
pull out of a project along Tampa Road. “Do you really want to give up 65,000
cars a day passing our store?” he said to them. The project went forward.
Bevis, who studied architecture and has among his skills civil engineering, real
estate brokering and radio station disc jockeying, has been mayor since 2009.
While pointing proudly to the reputation of the city’s world-renowned BMX bike
track, he admitted the city lacks a defined downtown. But it does have the State
Mayor Bevis
Street business/government sector, and Bevis predicted development in that
area and suggested it is the downtown of the future.
He joked with Dave Eggers, the Pinellas County Commissioner and former mayor of Dunedin, about how
the Nielsen Company, which is one of the county’s largest employers, moved to Oldsmar from Dunedin. And
he mentioned that Dan Saracki, an Oldsmar City Council member and a new member of the NPRC, has
been named vice-mayor of Oldsmar.

Some Project Ideas That We Can
Do in the Next Few Months

Rep. Sprowls to
Appear in May

We need to make our club better known as an asset to our communities, and here are some ideas.

Chris Sprowls, who represents
North Pinellas in the Florida
House, is scheduled to address
NPRC’s May meeting.

•

•

•

Adopt-a-Highway as part of Keep Pinellas Beautiful. We
could have a sign on a roadway showing that NPRC is working on environment issues.
Create a Christmas Tree and donate it to PARC for their annual holiday show and auction. A lot of people visit that event
at the Long Center in Clearwater and the publicity would be
great.
Take part in more Holiday Parades, and have a float for them.
It would be a fun building project and really enhance our visibility in North Pinellas.

He is expected to have a report
about what the state legislature
accomplished in the 2017 session.

The meeting, as usual, will be at
Leo’s Italian Grille with the social
hour starting at 6:30 on Thursday, May 18.
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Our Party

Join the NPRC table at Lincoln Day Dinner. Mail a check for $130 per plate to PO Box
893, Palm Harbor FL 34683 ASAP and email northpinellasrepublicanclub@gmail.com
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Our Home Towns
Clearwater, Dunedin, Oldsmar, Palm Harbor, Safety Harbor, Tarpon Springs

County publicists work hard to sell extending the
“Penny for Pinellas” for another 10 years
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A New View of the Reality of Modern Campaigns
Especially since the Citizens United decision several years ago, liberal pundits have been decrying
our individual freedom to support our candidates
financially to the extent we wish. But there is another side to the story, as is pointed out in the following excerpts from an article published by the
Center for Competitive Politics.
In the election cycles following Citizens United, total spending has been decreasing.
This likely comes as a surprise to anyone who has
read any media account about money in politics lately,
but total campaign spending has not been skyrocketing
in the years following the 2010 Supreme Court decision that freed independent voices to speak about candidates. Total 2016 spending clocked in at $6.44 billion
(unconventionally rounded up to $6.5 billion in the media). When adjusted for inflation, that is less total
spending than in 2012 ($6.59 billion in 2016 dollars).
As CRP notes, inflation-adjusted spending also fell
from 2010 to 2014.
In an atmosphere where commentators and media reports regularly trumpet each successive election as the
most expensive ever, some perspective is important.
Campaign spending has plateaued, and 2016, by most
reasonable metrics, was not the most expensive election in history. Of course, all recent elections pale in
comparison to 1896.
The media’s influence far outstrips all campaign
spending.
Political spending primarily goes toward political
speech. But, as CRP notes, the value of that speech is
overshadowed by political speech from the media: “But
Trump was Trump, and thus a constant focus of media
attention. According to mediaQuant, Inc., from July
2015 through October 2016 Trump received free media
worth more than $5.9 billion. Clinton received less than
half that figure, a little under $2.8 billion. That helped
negate the fact that Clinton and her supporters massively outspent Trump and his.”

The implication of this, however, is not simply that
Trump had a massive media advantage, but that
spending on campaign speech always pales in comparison to the value of media coverage. Trump received an astounding $14 worth of media coverage for
every $1 spent by his campaign or groups supporting

him. But Clinton was also outgunned by the
media. For every dollar spent in support of
Clinton, $3.60 was “spent” discussing her on
TV and in print.
The influence of super PACs is overstated.
Independent expenditure-only PACs, colloquially referred to in the media as “super PACs”,
have undoubtedly been the biggest innovation
in the world of campaign finance since 2010,
and spending by these groups has been increasing over this time. Nonetheless, their influence has been regularly overstated. Super
PACs accounted for 19.4% of all campaign
spending in 2016. Super PACs were outspent
by political party committees, which accounted
for 24.3% of all campaign spending. Further,
candidates spent $2.40 for every dollar of
spending by super PACs. And remember, candidate spending buys more ads.
These excerpts are based on a study done by the
Center for Responsive Politics, a different organization.

Jacques (Continued from page 2)
pro-growth agencies. Florida needs to remain
competitive.
He likes what Trump is doing, and he thinks
Gorsuch was a good choice for the highest
bench. And when it comes to pained exclamations some, mostly on the left, have about
the jumped-up issue of partisanship, he said:
“I want to see us work together, but I am a
big fan of the Republican Party.”
As of this writing, no other candidate has
come forward in this race. Nick DeCeglie, the
chairman of the Pinellas County Republican
Executive Committee, has said he will announce his candidacy this fall, and that would
lead to a primary. There may be a Democrat—a woman who recently moved here
from the east coast of Florida.
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