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The Trumpeteer is published each month by the North Pinellas Republican Club as a service to its 

members.  Articles published herein should not be considered endorsements of any candidate, issue 

or position. Advertisements for campaign events are published solely as a courtesy to announced 

Republican candidates, and the content of those advertisements is solely the responsibility of the 

candidates. The Trumpeteer invites submissions of photographs, articles, announcements and cam-

paign-related information but will publish them at its discretion.   Contact  rogden2@outlook.com 

Ladies’ Hats on Parade at  Derby Party 

A score of ladies wore 

beautiful hats to the 3rd an-

nual NPRC Kentucky Derby 

Party May 6 at the home of 

Past President Jim and 

Mary Downes.  Guests in-

cluded Linda Wade and 

daughter Kayla and Ken 

Peluso (at left in near pic-

ture) and Russ Crowder. 

NPRC is grateful to event 

chair Julie Peluso and co-

chair Karen Ogden, as well 

as team members Helena 

Nunn, Jackie Matiyak, John 

Keller and Mary Ellen 

Crowder. 

MORE NEXT PAGE! 
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Our Club 

Karen Ogden and I thoroughly enjoyed co-chairing the sold-out 2017 NPRC Kentucky Derby Party at the 

beautiful home of our gracious hosts, Jim and Mary Downes.  Together with our committee 

members – Mary Ellen Crowder, John Keller, Jackie Matiyak and Helena Nunn, we had a 

fun time planning this wonderful event. A special thank you to Ron Ogden for his help with 

the rsvp list, Ryan Downes for making the best Mint Juleps and all of the others that 

stepped up to help make it a successful event.  The best part of getting involved in the 

NPRC is getting to know such wonderful and dedicated people!  

Thank you to all of our guests for coming dressed with their fabulous Derby Hats and bring-

ing the best desserts!  We had several winners from the complimentary Kentucky Derby 

race tickets, contests and successful silent auction bidders.  It was a pleasure to meet sev-

eral members from various Pinellas Republican Clubs, elected officials and Republican candi-

dates that attended to support our event. We are extremely grateful for our many sponsors that made this 

year’s Kentucky Derby Party a true success (See list next page.)          —by Julie Peluso 

Julie Peluso Reports on Kentucky Derby Party 

Signs sprouted all over East Lake on Saturday, May 6, when the North Pinellas Republican Club 

welcomed well over 100 members and guests to its Kentucky Derby Celebration. The sign at left 

stood in front of the home of Jim and Mary Downes, the location for the party many have de-

scribed as the best ever.  NPRC member and Palm Harbor Chamber of Commerce Ambassador of 

the Year Penny Lee Todd was the first to greet arriving guests, two of which were Nick DeCeglie 

Chairman of the Pinellas County Republican Executive Committee (left in photo at right) and Sen-

atorial Candidate Ed Hooper of Clearwater, president of the Largo Republican Club. 

Julle Peluso 
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Our Club 

 

A Big Thank You to  
Our Kentucky Derby Party Sponsors! 

Congressman Gus Bilirakis — Finish Line Sponsor 

Jim and Mary Downes — Finish Line Sponsors 

Ed Hooper for Florida Senate — Run for the Roses Sponsor 

Todd Jennings — Run for the Roses Sponsor 

Dan Saracki, Vice Mayor Oldsmar, and Paula Saracki— Run for the Roses 

Sponsors 

Bill and Robin Bilosky — Churchill Downs Sponsors 

Central Pinellas Republican Club — Churchill Downs Sponsor 

Dr. Ed and Pam McAloon — Churchill Downs Sponsors 

Ron and Karen Ogden — Churchill Downs Sponsors 

Julie and Ken Peluso — Churchill Downs Sponsors 

Wade Renovation, Inc. — Churchill Downs Sponsor 

Tim Bryce — In-Kind Sponsor 

Nick DeCeglie — In-Kind Sponsor 

Gulf Coast Imprinting (Senator Jack Latvala) — In-Kind Sponsor 

Great Bay Distributors — In-Kind Sponsor 

Lee and Nina Pilon — In-Kind Sponsors 

Paddocks Coffee Company — In-Kind Sponsor 

Pinellas County Republican Executive Committee — In-Kind Sponsor 

Rachelle Warmouth — In-Kind Sponsor 
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Our Club 

In Attendance:  Atilio and Roz Corbo, R. Walker, H. Nunn, M. Crowder, S. Waller, J. Halpin, B. Jacobs, P. 

McAloon.  

Dear Members:  I want to thank Roz and Atilio for opening up their house for the last book club meeting.  I 

also want to thank Ron for an excellent discussion of the Medici Family and their con-

tributions to banking, the arts and to the history of Florence, Italy and Europe 

(because of their marriages to royalty in France and elsewhere) during the period 

from the 1300's to 1743 when the last member of the Medici family died. Ron has a 

friend who is a well-known artist in Tampa, Rick Reeves.  Here is the link to his web-

site, showing his beautiful artwork.  Definitely worth visiting this website.  RICK 

REEVES-Illustration & Fine Art 

The next book club will be on Thursday June 8th.  MaryEllen Crowder has graciously 

offered the meeting to be held at her house.  Her address is 3417 Tanglewood Trail, 

basically across the street from Roz Corbo's house in Palm Harbor.  The next book will 

be The Borgias and their Enemies by Christopher Hibbert.  If you cannot find that book, an alternative is 

Lucretia Borgia: According to Original Documents and Correspondence of her Day by Ferdinand Gregat-

vins. 

—By Helena Nunn 

NPRC Book Club Considers Borgias at Next Meeting 

Large Turnout to Hear Sprowls’ Remarks 

More than 40 people, including nearly a dozen guests, attended May’s monthly meeting of the North 

Pinellas Republican Club to hear Rep. Chris Sprowls, who represents North Pinellas in the Florida 

Legislature, discuss education, taxation and medical marijuana.  Read more on page 7. 

Helena Nunn 
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At his fundraiser in Tarpon Springs May 3,  Ed Hooper (second from right) was joined by Da-

vid Archie (left), the former mayor of Tarpon Springs; Doug Bevis, the mayor of Oldsmar, and 

Dan Saracki, the vice-mayor of Oldsmar (right). 

Hooper Primed to Follow Latvala in Senate 

It might encourage curiosity to predict that when Ed 

Hooper is elected our state senator next year, there 

will be a noticeable change in the tenor of our repre-

sentation, but there will be. 

It’s as near a surety as can be that Hooper will suc-

ceed long-serving Jack Latvala, a man famed for his 

plain-spoken and occasionally gruff manner. As befits 

a native of North Carolina, however, Hooper speaks 

quietly, gently and persuasively. 

“I’m a public safety guy,” says Hooper. The first job of 

government, he declares, is to protect the people from 

the real hazards of modern life: crime, the spread of 

drugs, fire, natural disasters among them. It is the 

same kind of position that President Trump articulates 

on a federal level. The safety of the people is first. 

He has been concerned with safety since he moved 

here more than four decades ago and took a job as a 

firefighter in Clearwater, eventually rising to fire lieu-

tenant.  He has been struggling to improve 

the lot of public safety workers—and all pub-

lic employees—while a member of the Clear-

water City Commission and then as a mem-

ber of the Florida Legislature.  

(Continued on page 15) 
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Rep. Sprowls Tackled Big Issues at NPRC Event 

Chris Sprowls, who has represented us in the 65th District for three years, 

told  the May meeting of the club that Republicans in Tallahassee “are the 

devil” as far as institutional education, the teachers’ unions and the media 

are concerned. 

He discussed the “Schools of Hope” law, which he says will enable parents 

to get their children out of “perpetually failing” schools and enroll them in oth-

er schools, with funds available to help defray the costs of transportation. 

Sprowls also discussed ethics reform, changing the law regarding property 

tax exemptions, and the fate of controversial Enterprise Florida  and Visit 

Florida appropriations. 

He said he expects to return to Tallahassee in summer for a special session 

of the legislature considering laws governing medical marijuana. 

Former NPRC Member       

Bob Clark Passes 

Robert D. Clark, a long-time member of the NPRC 

and an active participant in its Book Club, passed 

away peacefully earlier this month in Brooklyn, NY. 

Clark, shown above in 1997 with Donald Trump, 

was a strong advocate of  history and shared his 

love of it with friends in the club. “He loved the Book 

Club,” said his son, Phillip, in an email 

“I will forever be grateful for his knowledge of history 

and his love of sharing that knowledge,” said Helena 

Nunn, the leader of the Book Club.  

Sheriff to Speak in June  

Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri will speak 

to the June 15 meeting of the 

North Pinellas Republican Club. 

A former Dunedin city patrol of-

ficer, Gualtieri has been sheriff 

since 2011. He won top prize as 

a deputy here in 1991 for his 

work against drug cartels. He is 

also a lawyer, having earned his 

law degree from Stetson. He is admitted to 

practice in courts throughout Florida.  His wife 

is a judge. 

As usual NPRC will meet at 7:00pm (social 

hour is 6:30) at Leo’s Italian Grille on the west 

side of US 19 north of Tampa Road.  
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NPRC Had a Table at the Lincoln Day Dinner 

Among the guests sitting at NPRC’s 

table at Lincoln Day Dinner was Mari 

Riba, Christopher Breton, Don and 

Lucille Casey, Joan Hickman, Mark 

Phillips, Larry and Kim Marlin, Pam 

and Ed McAloon, Penny Lee Todd 

and Candace Gardner.  Ron Walker 

and John Hickman were also there.  
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Our Home Towns 
Clearwater, Dunedin, Oldsmar, Palm Harbor, Safety Harbor, Tarpon Springs 

CNCN Plans Transpo Forum in Palm Harbor 

The Council of North County Neighbor-

hoods (“CNCN”) is holding a Public Fo-

rum on Monday, June 19th from 7-8:30 

pm at The Centre in Palm Harbor to 

hear from the public and key presenters 

from the Pinellas County Transportation, 

Pasco Planning and the Florida Depart-

ment of Transportation as well as For-

ward Pinellas, regarding transportation 

matters in the North County area.  This discussion will specifically include the following traffic corridors:  US 

19, East Lake Road, Alt. 19, Keystone Road, Tampa Road and Curlew Road.   

This is a great opportunity to come and express your viewpoints as to existing issues and potential solu-

tions to these and other key North County traffic corridors and also hear about existing and projected area 

traffic volumes and planned solutions.  Planned solutions could include roundabouts, additional lanes, 

bridges, etc.  Pinellas County’s current schedule to extend the flyovers/interstate of US 19 North of Coun-

tryside Mall through Curlew and Tampa Roads will also be discussed.   

The timing of this meeting and the attendance and input by North County residents is very important, espe-

cially given the upcoming project identification for Penny for Pinellas funds, should the Penny be renewed 

for another 10 years (2020-2029).  Traffic will continue to increase in all North/South corridors already 

strained with the growth which has occurred in our area and in Southwest Pasco County.  Significant addi-

tional development is underway and further development is being planned in Pasco, and we can expect all 

of these roads to become increasingly congested over the next 5-10 years.   

There are no perfect solutions, but collectively and proactively working with our community, County staff 

and our elected officials we can find the best solution to this worsening situation.  With the failure of Green-

light Pinellas, particularly among North County area voters, it’s even more critical for us as an area to have 

open dialogue with these important decision makers and to proactively communicate and assist in driving 

our infrastructure solutions.  We hope to hear your input and suggestions at the June 19 th meeting and in 

the future. 

About CNCN:  The mission of the Council is to bring together the North County's neighborhoods to promote com-

munication and cooperation between member organizations of Northern Pinellas County, to foster a sense of com-

munity, to provide a forum for member organizations, and most importantly, to act as a neighborhood advocate for 

the benefit of our member organizations and to bring a common voice to county and state government.  If interest-

ed in working with us, please contact Tim Lima, CNCN President, at timlima@outlook.com   

                     —By Tim Lima, President of CNCN 



 10 

Our Home Towns 
Clearwater, Dunedin, Oldsmar, Palm Harbor, Safety Harbor, Tarpon Springs 

Peggy O’Shea Reviews a Decade of      
Change in our Local Schools 

class, and in the core academic classes in middle and 

high school.  The constitution stated that the State 

would bear the cost of this.  In Pinellas we spent just 

over $90 million on additions to school buildings, 

mostly elementary.  The State reimbursed approxi-

mately $75million.  The greater cost to implement all 

of this comes with putting a teacher in each of these 

additional classrooms.  The cumulative cost of person-

nel and benefits over the years of implementation ex-

ceeded $225,000,000.  The State did not reimburse 

any of those costs. 

Since the early 1970’s Pinellas, like many large dis-

tricts, was under a federal court order to desegregate 

schools.  A few years prior to my election to the board, 

the district was granted unitary status from the court.  

The stipulation called for several years of transition 

including “controlled choice” with racial ratios, followed 

by open choice without ratios, and finally a return to 

geographic zones or “neighborhood schools.”  During 

the choice years, everyone could choose the school 

they wanted and the district would transport students 

accordingly.  Students were grandfathered to their ex-

isting schools if they wanted to stay and this might 

have limited the movement except for the aforemen-

tioned class size amendment.  There were now limits 

on how many could attend a particular school!  Again, 

overlapping the same years, the district eventually 

completed the requirements and created neighbor-

hood schools.  Neighborhoods did not change signifi-

cantly during the years of the court order and so the 

return to a system of neighborhood schools has led to 

schools becoming racially identifiable and tending to 

exist in the areas of Pinellas County with high poverty 

rates.   

Other changes include the growth of social media and 

constantly emerging new technologies.  Today’s par-

(Continued on page 14) 

When your editor asked me to write about the 

changes I have seen during my tenure on the Pi-

nellas County School Board, I decided to focus 

on the local changes that 

have occurred in Pinellas 

County. 

The responsibilities of a 

school board member have 

not changed but the issues we 

encounter can change at any 

moment and create new chal-

lenges. 

I took office in November, 

2006.  The next several years saw the recession 

which, while nationwide, had greater impact in 

Florida as we were still recovering from several 

hurricanes that hit this state hard.  Recession 

means budget cuts and those cuts went on for 

several years as we tried to keep resources in 

the classroom and keep a focus on student 

needs.  Each year we made additional cuts in-

cluding jobs, bus routes, closing some buildings 

and overall becoming leaner.  The high water 

mark for revenue was 2007 and today with a 

more robust economy, we have not returned to 

that level of funding.  An advantage here in Pinel-

las County was the fact that this school district 

was debt free.  The conservative fiscal approach 

had served us well while other large districts 

were having to pay off debt as well as cut current 

budgets.  The total dollars we cut during those 

years exceeded $250,000,000. 

During these same years, the constitutionally 

mandated class-size amendment was being im-

plemented.  This was a transition over five years 

required by the Florida Constitution which man-

dated the number of students in an elementary 

Peggy O’Shea 
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Our State 

Putnam Announced on Wednesday,         

Visited Pinellas on Thursday 

Adam Putnam addressed 

a crowd of about 125 at 

Bascom’s on Ulmerton 

Road . 

Putnam arrived at Bas-

coms on Ulmerton Road 

in his brightly-painted 

campaign bus and greet-

ed friends and supports 

on the second floor.  Pi-

nellas County Republican 

Executive Committee 

chair Nick DeCeglie intro-

duced him. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Latvala Ponders 
Senator Jack Latvala, chairman of the Florida Senate Appropriations 
Committee, long-serving Senator from 
North Pinellas and a founder of the North 
Pinellas Republican Club, is said to be 
weighing his options for 2018. 

Because of term-limit laws, he must give 
up his Senate seat after next year.  He has 
been mentioned as a candidate for Gover-
nor as well as for the cabinet position 
called Chief Financial Officer. 

Recently, news stories have said he will 
announce his decision this summer.  

Latvala helped start the NPRC in the late 
1980s. He has served in the Senate for 
two terms and has never had significant 
electoral opposition. He is particularly well-
known for his environmental advocacy. 

The election is in November 2018. 

Latvala, from a photo on Fa-

cebook originally posted by 

the Palm Beach Post. 
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You're invited! 1st Annual Inside Family BBQ.  

Join us at  

The Verizon Center, 8718 Trouble Creek Rd., New Port Richey, FL 34653  

 on  

June, 10, 2017 from 5:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

We'll have a special BBQ menu featuring chicken and pork.  

 (By June 1, need to know your preference for BBQ Master making the meals, Gary Joiner Sr.) 

 Congressman Bilirakis  

(Keynote Speaker) 

Plus, other speakers to be announced at a later date. Don't miss the fun and festivities. 50/50 drawing (to 

benefit Toys for Tots), Live Auction, music.   

 

Reservations are sure to fill up fast! 

Call us to book your table now at 727-863-5400 (office)  

or  

Bill Bunting at 727-514-7676.  

 

  

Tickets are $25.00 per person.  

Make Checks Payable to RPOF or Republican Party of Pasco  
 Paid Political Advertisement. Paid for by the Republican Party of Pasco. The purchase of a ticket for, or a contribution to, the campaign 

fundraiser is a contribution to the Republican Party of Pasco. Not authorized by any candidate or committee.  The Republican Party re-

serves the right to refund ticket price and refuse admission or ask a person to leave for any reason  
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ents want to be informed but tend to prefer information via Facebook or Twitter.  But, then our President 

does too!  Somehow, I cannot imagine my parents asking a school to send information home on Face-

book.  Today’s children are technologically savvy.  They swipe, tweet, email, google, snapchat, instagram, 

and facetime as if it always existed.   

STEM, (science, technology, engineering & math) has taken on a major role in schools.  We have science 

labs in every elementary school, afterschool STEM academies, summer STEM camps.  Today’s students 

are preparing for careers in these fields and they are excelling.  Speaking of careers, shortly after I joined 

the board, a commitment was made to have at least one career academy in each high school by 2010.  

We not only met that goal but exceeded it.  Today we are one of only two school districts recognized by 

the Ford Foundation’s Next Generation Learning as a model district for career education.  Our career 

academies provide a four-year program of study within a particular career field and (not or) all coursework 

necessary for college, and the potential to earn an industry certification while in high school.  This is 

“college and career readiness” the mission of the school district.  We are also providing career education 

and special programs in middle schools including the certifications.  Career academies are a part of the 

choice system along with magnet schools, fundamental, early college, dual enrollment with St. Petersburg 

College, and the option to attend a school other than your zoned school.  The Brookings Institute has 

named Pinellas County as one of the top 10 districts in the nation for offering choice for students and par-

ents. 

While change will continue and we cannot predict what it may be, the one constant is the children.  They 

are curious, creative, inquisitive, unique, and sometimes precocious, but they keep us focused and with 

the community support here in Pinellas, we continue to face each challenge with an intense vigor. 

Peggy O’Shea is a countywide at-large member elected in 2006, re-elected in 2010 and 2014.  She can 

be reached at osheap@pcsb.org or 727-638-3710.  

O’Shea (Continued from page 10) 

 

 

Races of note in North Pinellas, so far: 

In the Congressional District that serves us, incumbent Republican Gus Bilirakis has drawn the same 

Democrat opponent he had last time, Tager.  In Florida Senate District 16, Ed Hooper is running. In Flori-

da House Districts 65, and 67, incumbents Sprowls and Latvala are running, and in District 66 Berny 

Jacques is a candidate.  Meanwhile in House District 64 covering the Oldsmar area, Jamie Grant is being 

challenged by a Democrat with the unlikely name of Christopher Orion Smutko, and well as an NPA can-

didate named Warrener. 

There is a Republican primary shaping in the sixth seat of the Pinellas Board of County Commissioners, 

from which John Morroni is retiring. Larry Ahern, retiring from the Florida House, is being challenged by 

conservative activist Barbara Haseldean for that commission seat. And in the schoolhouse a new race 

involving a well known North Pinellas name has developed: former Representative Carl Zimmerman is 

competing with Nicole Carr in Seat 3. 

Who’s Running Where and for What? 
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“Our state workers are paid piti-

fully,” he said, thinking especial-

ly of the “troopers, the correc-

tions officers and the woodland 

firefighters.”  He offered special 

praise to the hard-pressed fire 

brigades battling blazes 

throughout this tinder-dry state, 

remarking on their hard work 

while they struggle with 

”equipment that should have 

been sent to the Bahamas a 

long time ago.” 

But protecting fellow Floridians 

is about more than police and 

fire. With our exposure to tropi-

cal storm winds—and the winds 

that blow through our insurance 

markets—we are at real risk of 

injury in our pocketbooks. 

Auto insurance premiums are “fixing to go through the roof,” he said, citing the Tampa Bay area’s repu-

tation as a hotbed of auto insurance scams. “If you get a scratch in your windshield you get these guys 

who say they will fix it for you without cost, plus give you a hundred bucks and send you on a cruise,” 

Hooper said. The problem is the insurers get stuck paying the bills not only for repairs but for the costs 

of litigation to torpedo such scams. In the end, their only alternative is to hike rates, which are already 

eye-wateringly high. 

When it comes to property insurance, Hooper started working on the issue when he first went to Talla-

hassee in 2006. As the federal government gets ready to withdraw is support for flood insurance, the 

legislature, with one eye on the tropics,  is going to have to tackle an ever-growing problem. 

Hooper also has the problem of transportation on his mind. In North Pinellas and Pasco, he says, US19 

is the “interstate” and the further north one goes the more congested it gets. With the Curlew Road 

overpass on the drawing boards and the Tampa Road interchange under consideration, signalization 

and turning lanes on US19 are issues Hooper knows the state, under the watchful gaze of the legisla-

ture, will have to stress. 

And there is little doubt Hooper will be elected.  Republicans have a lot of electoral fish to fry next year, 

and it would be illogical to trouble a safe GOP seat with a primary. While the Democrats might send up 

some sacrificial lamb, from the present-day point of view there is every reason why Ed and Lee Hoop-

er—and Latvala, too--ought to celebrate his elevation to the Senate—perhaps well before November of 

2018. 

Hooper (Continued from page 6) 

Ed Hooper (left) and Senator Jack Latvala at  an event in Clearwater honor-

ing public safety workers in Pinellas County. 


