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Who’s NOT Running for Office Next Year?
General election 2018 is still 17 months away, but the list
of people who have announced their intentions to run for
office is already so large that it is difficult to list everyone,
particularly if the list includes Democrats, minor-party
candidates, and those not affiliated with political parties.
For the sake of economy, the list below gives the names
of people who have declared that they are running for
jobs in Pinellas County or its immediate environs: races
that will matter to us in the North Pinellas Republican
Club.
News: Gus Bilirakis now has two Democrat opponents.
The new one’s name is Sunil Mathew Thomas, and he
lives in Palm Harbor on the west side of US 19. There is
no evidence that he has run before. He announced in
late June, joining Robert Tager, another Democrat, who
had announced earlier for this seat in the US Congress.
Tager lives in northwest Hillsborough County. He ran
against Bilirakis last year.
Ed Hooper of Clearwater now has a declared Democrat
opponent in his race to succeed Jack Latvala in Florida
Senate District 16. The candidate is Bernard Fensterwald, who ran against Chris Sprowls in his Florida House
of Representatives race last year. Fensterwald lives in
Dunedin.
There are three announced candidates in Florida House
District 64, which includes most of Oldsmar: the incumbent Republican Jamie Grant, a Democrat named Christopher Orion Smutko, and a non-affiliated candidate,
Andy Warrener. Grant lives in Carrolwood, Smutko lives
in the Northdale area and Warrener lives in Odessa.
A new candidate has appeared in Florida House District
69, in the south part of the county. Raymond Blacklidge,
an executive with an insurance company and a resident
of the beach area, will run as a Republican candidate,
seeking to replace Kathleen Peters. Peters has filed to
run for a county commission seat, but she is still listed as
a candidate for her existing seat in the House.
Other House of Representatives seats in the county have
not seen news in the past few weeks. Incumbents Chris
Latvala and Chris Sprowls have filed to run for their seats

again, and Berny Jacques so far is the only Republican who has filed for House seat 66.
Michael John Trentalange of St. Petersburg is a
newly announced candidate for a judgeship on the
Sixth Circuit, serving Pinellas and Pasco counties.
There are three candidates for Florida Attorney
General. Two are Republicans: Jay Fant of Jacksonville and Ashley Moody of Tampa. There are
six candidates for Commissioner of Agriculture,
including four Republicans: Matt Caldwell of Fort
Myers, Denise Grimsely of Zolfo Springs, Paul
Paulson of Orlando, and Baxter Troutman of Winter Haven. For Governor: a total, as of this moment, of 17 announced candidates, including eight
Republicans: David Andrew Adams of Miami, Don
Baldauf of Bradenton, Timothy Michael Devine of
Kissimmee, Usha Jain of Orlando, Bruce Nathan of
Stuart, Adam Putnam of Bartow, Angel Luis Rivera
of Orlando, and Robert William White of Melbourne. Others will certainly announce soon.
Here in Pinellas County, the list is increasing, too.
Perhaps of greatest interest in North Pinellas is the
contest between Republican Clearwater City
Commssioner Doreen Caudell and incumbent
Democrat Pat Gerard for her seat on the Pinellas
County Commission. But just as important is the
primary that is shaping up among three Republicans for the sixth seat on the Commission. The
candidates are Larry Ahern of St. Petersburg and
Kathleen Peters of Treasure Island, both of whom
are now in the Florida House of Representatives,
and Barbara Haselden, who is a well-known antitax activist from St. Petersburg.
In the nonpartisan races for the Pinellas County
School Board, in at-large district 2, Jeff Larsen of
Tarpon Springs and David Schneck of Largo have
announced, and in single member district 3, Nicole
Carr and Carl Zimmerman will oppose one another.
Carr is from St. Petersburg and Zimmerman is from
Palm Harbor.
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Our Club
Sheriff Draws Crowd at June Gathering
Nearly 50 people attended the June meeting of the North Pinellas Republican Club to hear Bob Gualtieri, a member of the club and the Sheriff of Pinellas County, talk about illegal immigration and sanctuary cities as well as announce the new location of the sheriff’s north county operations center.
For the sheriff, the key distinction in the immigrant debate is the distinction
between immigrants who are here illegally but who are trying to be good
people working, pay taxes and obeying the laws, and, on the other hand, the
immigrants who are not only here illegally but who have demonstrated their
criminality. Somewhat to the surprise of his NPRC audience he said that the
former, the immigrants who may be here illegally but who follow the laws,
receive the benefits of the US Constitution. But he has no patience with the
later. As far as sanctuary cities, Gualtieri said he and other sheriffs are working on a solution to the problems created by the courts refusing approval of
President Trump’s federal orders on immigration. He thinks that a workable
solution has been found.
Meanwhile, the sheriff reported that the department’s district office in North
Pinellas will be located near the intersection of Alternate US 19 (Bayshore
Boulevard, Dunedin) and Curlew Road. The building formerly house a Wells
Fargo financial office.
The next meeting, featuring Property Appraiser Mike Twitty, is July 20 at Leo’s. Social hour is 6:30.

Renaissance Papal Politics is Book Club Topic
In attendance: H. Nunn, R. Walker, M. Crowder, K.Crompten, J.Downes, J.
Halpin, J. Keller, J.Zentmeyer, C. Carlsson, R. Corbo

Dear Book Club Members: I want to thank John Keller for an excellent job in
leading the discussion last month on The Borgias. He has sent me his notes
which are attached. I also want to thank MaryEllen Crowder for hosting the
book club meeting and supplying a great assortment of drinks and treats. Ron
Walker and Ken Crompton will meet to discuss what the next book will be and
to determine when the next book club meeting will take place. I am off until
end of June and then will be with family until July 10th. I also will not be available in August because my other daughter and her family will be visiting and
part of that time will be on a cruise. Look for Ron to send out a notice on the
A portrait many believe shows
dates the next book club meeting will take place, the choice of the next book
Cesare Borgia
and who will lead the discussion. All my best, Helena Nunn
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Our Club
The Key Work of Voter Outreach Continues
As our party has successfully made gains both locally and nationally in 2016 we must not lose sight of the fact that
the opposition will attack both current and future Republican elected officials. The North Pinellas Republican Club
(NPRC) will be taking an active role in bringing people together, advising, and promoting the Republican activities of
incumbent elected officials and future candidates.
Current elected officials welcome hearing from supporters via
email (or social media), phone, town hall meetings, and/or during
local city or county commissioner meetings. We see that the Democrat opposition likes to pack meetings and act uncivil when voicing their opposition towards Republican officials. The NPRC will
monitor all future elected officials meetings and alert our members
in advance when support is needed to combat the opposition.
Candidates in future elections are currently having fundraisers,
looking for volunteers for their campaign teams, and seeking to
gather signatures via petition cards to get on the ballot. We enJohn Keller, left, signing up voters in Dunedin
courage you to support all Republican candidates. As a club the
NPRC will assist any and all Republican candidates. Candidates and their election teams will be reaching out to our
club when their candidate files for the upcoming election. The NPRC will be actively working in North Pinellas County promoting the candidates. Support activities will include (1) getting signatures for petition cards, (2) fund raising
events, (3) voter registration, (4) walking the precincts handing out candidate brochures, (5) placing yard signs, (6)
making phone calls, and (7) sign waving at voting locations.
You have our commitment that the NPRC will be very active in coordinating opportunities for club members to participate in upcoming elections. Last month in June we started out by having candidate petition card events at the Dunedin Library for three candidates; Gus Bilirakis (U.S. Congress District 12), Ed Hooper (State Senator District 16), and
Denise Grimsley (State Commissioner of Agriculture). Over a three week period we had 8 events and collected over
600 signature cards for the candidates. Additionally our presence at the library helped us to train some new volunteers, engage with those opposed to our beliefs, educate many about our candidates and positions, promote our
club, and recruit new members. We even processed a new voter registration form for a young Republican.
The candidates all appreciated the volunteers support at these events. In July we are expanding our locations to
Palm Harbor, East Lake, and Tarpon Springs. If you are interested in becoming more politically active and want to
work at upcoming events in your community, please contact one of the following team leads.

Palm Harbor/East Lake – Ron Ogden at (727) 754-4334 and rogden2@outlook.com
Tarpon Springs - Elizabeth Posner at (941) 545-5336 and redpie@aol.com
Dunedin/Clearwater – John Keller at (727) 470-0024 and john.j.keller@hotmail.com
—by John Keller
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Our Party
Corcoran and Candidates Attend Pasco BarBQ

About 400 Republicans attended a family barbecue put on by the Pasco County Republican organization on
June 10 at the Verizon Center in New Port Richey. Among NPRC members attending were Ed Hooper, candidate for Senate District 16, shown on the cover page with Florida Speaker of the House Richard Corcoran of
Pasco. Others included Mari Riba, Hooper’s Campaign Manager, and Celine Pastore. Other candidates included Rep. Jay Fant of Jacksonville (right in righthand photo), running for Attorney General, and Pastor Bill
Gunter of New Port Richey, a candidate for the Florida House in District 37.
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Our Party
Rick Baker Fund Raiser at Island Way Grill
J.J. Beyrouti, left, introduces Rick
Baker, center, who is running for a
new term as mayor St. Petersburg,
at a fundraiser held at Island Way
Grille on Clearwater Beach. At
Baker’s left is Frank Chivas, owner
of the Island Way Grille and several
other well known restaurants in the
county.

Among North Pinellas Republicans
attending the Baker fund raiser were
your editor, left, along with Candace
Gardner and David Archie, former
Mayor of Tarpon Springs.
Other political leaders well known to
club members were Doreen Caudell,
a Clearwater City Commission who
has announced a bid for the Pinellas
County Commission, County Commissioner David Eggers and Pam
McAloon, the secretary of the Pinellas County Republican Executive
Committee and former president of
the North Pinellas Republican Club.
—Photos by Ron Ogden and George Hudak

The Trumpeter is published each month by the North Pinellas Republican Club as a service to its
members. Articles published herein should not be considered endorsements of any candidate,
issue or position. Advertisements for campaign events are published solely as a courtesy to announced Republican candidates, and the content of those advertisements is solely the responsibility of the candidates. The Trumpeter invites submissions of photographs, articles, announcements and campaign-related information but will publish them at its discretion. Contact rogden2@outlook.com
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Our Home Towns
Clearwater, Dunedin, Oldsmar, Palm Harbor, Safety Harbor, Tarpon Springs
Dave Eggers, Pinellas
County Commissioner,
assists in cutting the
ribbon on the Children’s Garden at East
Lake Community Library. The garden,
intended to be a home
for butterflies as well
as young readers, was
created with county
funds. Lois Eannel, the
director of the library,
helped cut the ribbon.

County Moving Forward on Alternate 19 Study
The Florida Department of Transportation is conducting a corridor planning study along Alternate US
19 (SR 595) from Park Street North to the Pinellas/
Pasco County Line in Pinellas County – a distance
of approximately 28.9 miles. Alt. 19 is a major northsouth corridor connecting to numerous significant
corridors – including Ulmerton Road (SR 688), East
Bay Road (SR 686), SR 60, and US 19. The corridor
is a hurricane evacuation route, and provides access to the various barrier islands in the southern
part of the County.

Six Visioning Charrettes were held recently to help
develop a vision that will guide the study team in proposing short and long term recommendations. Including issues relating to capacity, traffic operations,
safety, access and egress, freight movements, transit, bicycles, and pedestrian movements. I wanted to
make sure that our residents had an opportunity to
weigh in on things like sidewalks, intersection improvements, roundabouts, and other possible improvements. See the links below for additional information:

Improvements to Alt US 19 are needed to: improve
congestion along the corridor; improve level of service at major intersection; reduce the number of pedestrian/bicycle crashes; and improve connectivity
and accessibility to transit. In an effort to improve
mobility and enhance safety within the corridor, several alternatives will be developed including shortterm improvements like added bike lanes, lighting
improvements or lengthening turn lanes; and longterm options such as lane repurposing or innovative
intersection concepts like roundabouts.

Project Overview: http://www.fdotd7studies.com/
altus19studies/
Interactive map: http://www.fdotd7studies.com/
altus19studies/public-involvement/virtual-commenttool/
Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
ALTUS19UserSurvey
—From the Office of Commissioner Dave Eggers
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Our Home Towns
Clearwater, Dunedin, Oldsmar, Palm Harbor, Safety Harbor, Tarpon Springs

Road Managers Promise Dust Will Fly
State government officials promised
road improvements great and small
to North Pinellas residents in midJune—but will it all really matter in
the end?

With Blanton, at right, discusses road conditions in North Pinellas at a meeting June 19th in
Palm Harbor sponsored by the Council of North County Neighborhoods. The map below
names five road projects, four of which are scheduled. The fifth, Tarpon Springs Road, is not
yet being actively considered.

That is the question left after the
meeting at the Center in Palm Harbor, which was hosted by the Council of North County Neighborhoods.
While there are large improvements
impending, one fact stood out—a
claim by a planner from Pasco
County that there will be another
400,000 residents coming there
within the next several years. And a
lot of them will be coming here.
At present, said Craig Kasper, Pasco intends to move most of those
people east and west along. State
Roads 54 and 52 are likely the
routes to take. But officials, and
residents, already know how congested US19, Alt 19 and East Lake
Road can be.
And there will be an important
change coming to Pinellas, too, the
planners said. Eventually homes,
apartments and offices will replace
a good number of the commercial
strip centers along US 19 in North
Pinellas. Perhaps that will tend to
reduce traffic movements.

Interestingly, Wit Blanton, the head
of Pinellas County’s transportation
planning department, said traffic on
US19 is still not as heavy as it was
before 2008.
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