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Our Club

Candidates Thank Volunteers for
Their Hard Work on Petitions

Candidates for office who attended a “Thank You”
dinner at Lucky Dill September 20 were (photo
right) Congressman Gus Bilirakis, Pinellas County Commission candidate Doreen Caudell and
Florida Senate candidate Ed Hooper as well as
Rep. Chris Latvala. In the photo above, from left,
are Hooper, Penny Lee Todd, Sarah Phillips,
Loretta Wyandt, Bilirakis campaign official Erika
Grace, NPRC Secretary Ellsworth Warmouth, Bilirakis, George Maniates, former NPRC president
and now treasurer Jim Downes, and petition campaign organizer and NPRC director John Keller.
In 44 events in August, Keller and his team of 18
volunteers collected nearly 1,000 nominating petitions for four candidates. The campaign

resumes next month and likely will continue in 2018
as part of NPRC’s new Political Activity Committee.
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Our Club
Book Club to Resume,
Without Irma
Dear Book Club Members: We will be having our next
book club meeting Thurs. Oct 12. at 6:30. Ken Crompton
will lead the discussion of the ebook entitled The Turkish
Empire, its Growth and Decay by Author: Lord Eversley.
The meeting will take place at Ken and Adele Crompton's
new villa in East Lake Woodlands. Ken has given me directions as follows: Their address is 936 Lucas Lane in
Hunter's Trail in East Lake Woodlands. Going east on
Tampa RD., make a left at the second light after McMullen
Booth to enter Eastlake Woodlands through the guard
Shack (this is Eastlake Woodlands Pky.) This entrance is
across from Woodland Square Mall's shopping center/AMC
theater. Go 1.4 miles (past East Lake Woodlands Country
club house) to Sunflower Dr. (2nd street after you reach
first stop sign) and make right. Go 0.3 miles to Lucas Lane
and make left into Hunters Trail. The Cromptons are the
3rd building on right. Any problems call Ken at 843-3441313 or myself at 727-945-1706 (home) and mobile is 727741-9650.

I also wanted to add a link that Pam McAloon posted in
NPRC Facebook page and we should also definitely discuss this short piece at our next meeting as well. See:WHY
I AM A REPUBLICAN. Many Thanks, Helena
P.S. Hope everyone came thru the Hurricane without any
problems. Look forward to seeing everyone.
—by Helena Nunn

Web-Savvy Help Needed
Tim Bryce, our long-time webmaster, has so many responsibilities with his writing and broadcasting both locally and nationally that he has asked for some assistance from someone
with good “web” skills. If you would like to leave a bit of your
imprint on NPRC and local Republicanism, please leave an
email at

northpinellasrepublicanclub@gmail.com

Tax Man Speaks to
September Meeting
Recently-elected Charles “Carlos” Thomas
spoke to 40 members of the club September
21 about changes that have come and will
come to the county Tax Collector’s office,
which he heads.
Thomas said a new road test driving range
will be built in North Pinellas and that he intends for more and more of his office to deal
with tax payers either by phone or internet,
rather than by visiting the office. It is much
less costly. Work is ongoing for a new south
county office, as well, Thomas said.
Thomas, a club member, was elected after
Diane Nelson retired.
October’s meeting is on the 19th.
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Our Club
McAloon Goes to DC with Tea Party Patriots
On September 23rd, the Tea Party
Patriots held a rally on Capitol Hill
in Washington D.C. calling on legislators to keep the promises they
made to the American public in
calling for the repeal of the Affordability Care Act (Obamacare), immigration reform, and tax reform.
Approximately 400 or more attended. Many held up signs expressing their concerns about
what was promised and what has
yet to be delivered. It was a very
hot day, but with the Capitol in the
background, it was well worth the
effort to stand for the two or more
hours listening to speakers who
were not only the leaders of the
Patriot group, but who also eloquently expressed the frustrations
that many citizens today are feeling. Barbara Haselden led the
Pledge of Allegiance after the National Anthem was played. Jenny
Beth Martin, leader of the TPP,
said that Congress needs to be
held accountable. Steve Moore,
economic advisor on Donald
Trump’s Presidential campaign,
talked about tax reform. Tom Fitton of Judicial Watch spoke about
the IRS and Hillary Clinton’s
emails. Other speakers followed
suit. Despite the frustration that
many feel about the lack of promised legislation, may the people
that we elected to serve listen to
“we the people”.
—By Pam McAloon, PCREC Secretary
and PRC member and past president

The Trumpeter is published each month by the North Pinellas Republican Club as a service to its members. Articles published
herein should not be considered endorsements of any candidate, issue or position. Advertisements for campaign events are
published solely as a courtesy to announced Republican candidates, and the content of those advertisements is solely the responsibility of the candidates. The Trumpeter invites submissions of photographs, articles, announcements and campaignrelated information but will publish them at its discretion. Contact rogden2@outlook.com
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Our Party

Three Republican candidates in the 2018 election,
Ed Hooper, Rep. Kathleen Peters and Berny
Jacques taking part in the September meeting of
the Sunrise Republican Club in Clearwater. Hooper
is running for the Florida Senate, Peters is running
for the Pinellas County Commission and Jacques is
running for the Florida House of Representatives.
Peters was the guest speaker, and she talked about
the mental health and drug abuse crisis facing Florida. It’s in Pinellas County, too.

Pinellas County Commissioner Dave Eggers
(right) joined former Tarpon Springs Mayor David Archie and Tarpon Springs business leader
Thomas Dobies at the “Unity Through Service”
Prayer Breakfast in support of the Shepherd
Center in Tarpon Springs. Comm. Eggers and
Mayor Archie are NPRC members.
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What was the Graham-Cassidy Bill?
On September 13, 2017, U.S. Senators Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Bill Cassidy (R-LA), Dean Heller (R-NV), Ron
Johnson (R-WI) and former U.S. Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA) unveiled legislation to reform health care.
The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson (GCHJ) proposal repeals the structure and architecture of Obamacare and
replaces it with a block grant given annually to states to help individuals pay for health care.
This proposal removes the decisions from Washington and gives states significant latitude over how the dollars
are used to best take care of the unique health care needs of the patients in each state.
The block grant is run through CHIP and is subject to a mandatory appropriation.
The grant dollars would replace the federal money currently being spent on Medicaid
Expansion, Obamacare tax credits, cost-sharing reduction subsidies and the basic
health plan dollars.
The proposal gives states the resources and regulatory flexibility to innovate and create
healthcare systems that lower premiums and expand coverage.
More specifically, GCHJ:

•
•
•

Repeals Obamacare Individual and Employer Mandates.
Repeals the Obamacare Medical Device Tax.
Senator Graham
Strengthens the ability for states to waive Obamacare regulations.
• Returns power to the states and patients by equalizing the treatment between Medicaid Expansion and Nonexpansion States through an equitable block grant distribution.
• Protects patients with pre-existing medical conditions.
GCHJ also eliminates the inequity of three states receiving 37 percent of Obamacare funds and brings all states
to funding parity by 2026. As an example, Pennsylvania has nearly double the population of Massachusetts, but
receives 58 percent less Obamacare money than Massachusetts.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson treats all Americans the same no matter where they live.

. . .and Why Did It Fail?
In the Opinion of the Trumpeter. . .
It failed because John McCain opposed it, and John McCain opposed it for reasons only he can know. He stated
that he opposed it because it had not been properly vetted by the Congressional Budget Office and because the
procedure being used to move in through the Senate was insufficiently bipartisan, but it would seem likely that
McCain, and all Senators, in fact, have suspended such concerns about other bills before. His reasons seem
unconvincing. (Other Senators opposed to it included Ran Paul of Kentucky, a libertarian, and Susan Collins of
Maine, who is not expected to seek reelection.) All Democrats, moving in lockstep, opposed it.
It could also be that McCain opposed it because of his unwillingness to do anything at all to encourage success
for President Trump. You will recall that their relations are, shall we say, poor following the campaign in which
then-candidate Trump talked about how he preferred military people who did not get captured in combat. McCain
famously spent years in a Vietnamese prisoner-of-war camp, and the remark of Trump’s was aimed specifically at
him.
McCain remains a potent symbol in American politics. Trump offended him. There is a law of unintended consequences in public life, and its effects may have come to haunt the GOP and the nation.
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Our Home Towns—Clearwater, Dunedin, Oldsmar,
Palm Harbor, Safety Harbor and Tarpon Springs

Club Members Gather
at Oldsmar Honor
From left, Mayor Doug Bevis,
Quyen Le Trujillo, Mari Riba, Vice
Mayor Dan Saracki, Congressman
Gus Bilirakis and Council Member
Eric Seidel were among 150 who
gathered in Oldsmar City Hall last
month to honor retiring city manager Bruce Haddock and to see
the city receive a coveted award.
Riba, Saracki, and Bilirakis are
members of NPRC.

Yikes! They Changed My
Voting Booth—Again!
The Pinellas Supervisor of Elections has changed the location of some voting places, including the following in North
Pinellas, for the November election.
Precinct 506 to First Christian Church of Clearwater, 2299
Drew St. (was Friendship UMC)
Precinct 507 to Central Christian Church of Clearwater,
1200 S. Keene Rd (also was Friendship UMC)

9-11 Memorial
Event Postponed
Julie Peluso, NPRC Director and Palm Harbor Fire Commissioner, is the lead organizer
of the annual 9-11 Memorial gathering that
takes place at Curlew Hills Memorial Gardens
annually.

Precinct 532 & 534 to Emmanuel Community Church, 1150
County Road 1 (were Dunedin Community Center)

This year the event had to be cancelled after

Precinct 535 to Dunedin Community Center, 1920 Pinehurst Rd. (was Columbian Corporation)

ance during the wee hours of the morning of

Precinct 538 to Emmanuel Community Church, 1150 County Road 1 (was Curlew UMC)

Julie Peluso has told the Trumpeter that the

Precinct 629 to Stratford Court of Palm Harbor, 45 Katherine Blvd. (was Stratford Senior Living Center, same address.)
If you would prefer a mail ballot call 727-464-8683 right
away. Must be mailed back by November 1.

Hurricane Irma made its disruptive appearSeptember 11.

event will be rescheduled to take place simulltaneously with the Veteran’s Day events on
November 11.
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