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Our Club 

The NPRC Book Club met for the first 

time in a couple months at the new home 

of Ken and Adele Crompton in East Lake 

Woodlands. Ken led the discussion of the 

rise and fall of the Turks and their impact 

upon western civilization  The Book 

Club’s march through history continues 

next month as it considers the industrial 

revolution.  (See more details page 3 

Book Club 
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Our Club 
 

In Attendance:  Ron Walker, Jim  Dowens, Barbara 

Jacobs, Carl Carlsson, Robert Brotherton, Ron Ogden, 

Ken Crompton, Sheila Waller, John Halpin, Helena 

Nunn 

Dear Book Club Mem-

bers:  Last night we had an 

excellent discussion of the 

Turkish Empire: its Growth 

and Decay.  Thank you Ken 

Crompton for leading this 

discussion and asking ex-

cellent questions of us 

all.  This was not an easy 

book but I was so impressed 

by the knowledge of history 

and geography of so many people present.  We also 

discussed briefly the write up of why I am a Republican 

by Don Henderson and reviewed the list of core values 

of conservatives which reminded all of us the reasons 

we are Republicans.  I discussed one reason listed 

which was the following:  "Only in conservatism is 

property ownership allowed so that property can be 

used to leverage debt. In researching I discovered that 

many other nations had strong economies, yet the av-

erage people were still far behind those in America. 

One key reason is that the government owns the land 

that people live on and there businesses were built 

on.  Therefore they had no ability to borrow money 

against the land..." I referred to an article that expand-

ed this point by an economist called Hernando De So-

to.  "When it comes to alleviating poverty and allowing 

people to live up to their potential, prize-winning Peru-

vian economist Hernando de Soto divides the world 

into two groups: the ones who have defined property 

rights and those who do not. About two billion people 

have full rights to the property they live in and the land 

they farm, according to the director of the Lima-based  

Continued on page 12 

Book Club 
Report 

Book Club chair Helena 

Nunn 

Penny for Pinellas 
Presentations Enter-
tain Club Meeting 

Jim Fogarty, head of Pinellas 
County emergency response, 
listens to Barbara Haselden ad-
dress the NPRC October meet-
ing about the Penny for Pinellas 
vote. “People here spend money 
wisely,” Fogarty said about the 
10-year, one percent sales tax 
surcharge. Haselden’s position 
is that the ballot language, cou-
pled with changes in state law, 
have turned the tax into what 
some call a “slush fund” for 
county leaders. About 45 club 
members attended. The vote to 
approve the tax for the next dec-
ade is November 7. 
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Our Club 

 

 

Campaigning in Safety Harbor 

Club members (from left) Lee and Ed Hooper, John Kel-

ler, Ellsworth Warmouth and Ron Ogden conducted a 

voter registration and petition card drive at the first 

“Third Friday” event of the year in Safety Harbor in mid-

October.  The photo was taken by club member Mari 

Riba.  
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Our Party 

Caudell — For the Love 
of the County 

Doreen Caudell at the Palm Harbor Commu-

nity Center in mod-October helping NPRC 

 

Doreen Caudell is running for the Pinellas County 

Commission in next fall’s election.  A businesswoman 

from Clearwater she is undertaking the arduous job of 

campaigning for the commission because, she said, of 

her “passion” for Pinellas County. 

“It is the next step,” she says. “It continues my giving 

back to this community that I love so much.” 

Caudell has lived in Pinellas County since the mid-

1970s. She graduated from Clearwater High School 

and St. Petersburg College. She owns D-Mar Con-

struction in Clearwater and has been a member of the 

Clearwater City Council since 2012. 

She is prominent in efforts to organize some of the 

governmental efforts in the three counties—Pinellas, 

Pasco and Hillsborough—that make up the Tampa 

Bay area, work that is often called “regionalization”.  

But not every Pinellas voter endorses the idea, some 

out of fear of the cost, some because they worry it will 

add more government, and some because they don’t 

want to see the county playing second fiddle to the 

more economically-diverse and dynamic Hillsborough.  

Caudell recognizes those concerns. She wants to 

speak to anyone who is opposed to regionalization 

because, she says, “we are not telling the story cor-

rectly.” She believes that the region must speak with 

one voice and that Pinellas, the most densely populat-

ed county among the three, must “have a seat at the 

table” when decisions are made that effect each. Road 

expansion and other transportation issues are proba-

bly the most important and controversial, and Caudell 

is a member of several organizations that have a close 

interest in regional transportation—planning agencies 

like Forward Pinellas and the Tampa Bay Area Re-

gional Transit Authority. 

In some of the hotter debates of the day, Caudell 

takes clear positions. She agrees with Commissioner 

Karen Seel that the county should not have recently 

sold a parcel of land along Indian Rocks Beach for 

$1.7 million, a parcel it paid $2.8 million for several 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Make plans for the NPRC annual Holiday Party the evening of Saturday December 2 

at the home of Larry and Kim Marlin in East Lake Woodlands. Members with dues 

paid through 2018 invited as guests of the club!   Send in  your dues today! 
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Our Party 

NPRC Member Pam McAloon 

snapped this photo of little Jason 

Sully at the “Stand Up for Our 

Flag” protest at Raymond James 

Stadium. 

About 100 people turned out to 

stand along Dale Mabry Highway 

near the stadium on Sunday the 

24th after the liberal world ex-

ploded over President Trump’s 

defiance of the anti-American 

protestors. Barbara Haselden of  

St. Petersburg was an organizer 

of the event . She is a candidate 

for the Pinellas County Commis-

sion. 

“The current dispute over the National Anthem is 

threatening to erode the unifying power of our game, 

and is now dividing us, and our players, from many 

fans across the 

country.” 

—NFL Commis-

sioner Roger 

Goodell, as quot-

ed in Newsweek 

on line 

OOPS! 
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Our Home Towns—Clearwater, Dunedin, Oldsmar, 
Palm Harbor, Safety Harbor and Tarpon Springs 

Placing Overhead Utility Lines 

Underground Makes Sense 

By Bob Brotherton 

  After WW II and the invention of reasona-

bly priced air conditioning systems, Florida be-

gan a land development boom.  The demand 

for power supplies to keep up with the fast 

paced land development led to allowing 

“Investor Owned” power companies to put up 

the capital and install power in the most expedi-

ent way possible.  Power lines on poles was 

determined the quickest way to provide this 

service.  Wires can easily go over creeks, 

roads, and other obstacles and this is the least 

expensive way to provide the initial power to 

residential and commercial properties.  Phone 

and cable companies rent space on poles 

(Continued on page 9) 
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through “Pole Agreements” with payments to the pow-

er companies for rent (and they also agree to go un-

derground if the owner of the poles desires to place 

their utilities underground in the future.)  This original 

way is still the current way to install power lines on 

poles with wires strung in the air.   

 
 Storms and falling trees test and initiate the replace-

ment of overhead pole and wire systems.  Loss of 

power from falling trees is getting worse and not better 

as evidenced by extended loss of power and debris at 

curb lines from recent storms.  The systems get re-

placed at the cost of tax payers in the forms of in-

creased utility rates, grants from FEMA and others, 

with significant overtime paid to utility crews, and at 

very little cost to stock holders.  There is simply no in-

centive for stock holders, or the utility crews who make 

great overtime pay, to make more investments to re-

place old poles with their maintenance budget, trim 

trees, or install power lines underground.   

 

 The stability of the existing underground power and 

other utility systems, in the face of recent storms, 

shows the value of the investments in undergrounding 

made to date. Undergrounding of the old power distri-

bution and communication utilities in Pinellas County 

would have significant positive impacts in the ability to 

resist the loss of power and phone services and would 

provide for the quick restoration of these critical ser-

vices. Current codes in most cities in Florida now re-

quire that new subdivisions and commercial develop-

ments install power and other utilities underground.  

The problem is that these underground systems are 

fed power and communication services by existing 

overhead utilities.  One falling tree can now take out an 

entire development rather than one or two adjacent 

customers.    

 

 Much undergrounding of existing overhead utilities 

to date is for beautification.  Dunedin has paid for 

some power line undergrounding in the downtown area 

over past years for beautification.   The Town of Indian 

Shores is already 100% underground with all utilities 

including phone and cable lines for beautification.   

Other Beach Towns in Pinellas County are doing un-

dergrounding in their towns.  Undergrounding on town 

roads is funded by town budgets.  Undergrounding on 

Gulf Blvd. is being funded by “Penny-for-Pinellas” for 

beautification.   Recent storm damage, with extended 

loss of power in Dunedin and other areas of the State 

of Florida, has brought to light the need to under-

ground power and communication utilities not for beau-

tification but for the need to provide a proper “Level of 

Service”.  Some states require fines of the power com-

pany stock holders (not rate payers) if power is not re-

stored in a specified period of time.  States like such a 

system of fines as this is additional income for the 

state from stock holders (very few voters) and not rate 

payers (lots of voters).  If the Florida Public Service 

Commission was to put in place a system of fines for 

failure to restore power in certain allocated time peri-

ods, then perhaps the stock holders would encourage 

undergrounding programs.   

 

  Undergrounding of existing overhead utilities is not 

an easy or inexpensive task.   When a new develop-

ment is installed, the power transformers and utility 

lines can be planned and installed as part of the devel-

opment.  Transformers and switches are mounted on 

the ground and can be easily located as part of the site 

planning process.  This task is not as easy when con-

Power Lines (Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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years ago. On the topic of the Pinellas County Construction Li-

censing Board, she doesn’t agree that “the taxpayers ought to 

bail them out of trouble,” and neither does she think the Pinellas 

County Sheriff should take over the duties of the board. 

Her priorities for service on the county commission are these: 

improve public safety, improve communications between the 

county and the 24 municipalities that coexist with it, and explore 

“creative new ways” to encourage people to become more in-

volved with county government.  Among those new ways might 

be to encourage the board to hold meetings at different locations 

and at a broader range of times. 

The commission seat for which Caudell is running, seat 2, is an 

at-large seat, which means every voter in the county will be eligi-

ble to vote for either Caudell or her opponent, the incumbent 

Democrat Pat Gerard. They are the only two presently running 

for the seat.  

 

 

Caudell (Continued from page 5) 

As owner of D-Mar General Contract-

ing and Development Inc., a Clearwa-

terfamily-run business established in 

1972,Caudell expanded the compa-

ny’s operation to include commercial 

development, construction manage-

ment, large- scale interior build-outs, 

and site development. 

 

Caudell is currently in her second 

term as a Clearwater City Commis-

sioner and also serves as Forward 

Pinellas Vice Chair, Pinellas Plan-

ning Council, Pinellas Transit Man-

agement Agency, and the Clearwater 

Arts Alliance. She has previously 

served on the Clearwater Community 

Development Board, the Clearwater 

Jazz Holiday/Ruth Eckerd Hall Edu-

cation Board, the Executive Board of 

Lighthouse of Pinellas, Leadership 

Pinellas Board, ARC of Tampa Bay, 

Advocare Trust Executive Board Fi-

nancial and Advisory 

Committee. She is also a Board 

member of the Clearwater Regional 

Chamber of Commerce and a mem-

ber of Rotary. 

 

A Florida State Certified General 

Contractor, Caudell completed the 

two-year Associate of Arts program 

at St. Petersburg College in Engi-

neering. A graduate of Clearwater 

High School, Caudell has two grown 

daughters, and two grown step sons. 

She is a member of 

St. Cecilia’s Church in Clearwater. 

Biography 

Caudell, center, with Congressman Gus Bilirakis and Florida Senate can-

didate Ed Hooper 



 11 



 12 

While a construction project is un-
derway that closed the Fred Mar-
quis Pinellas Trail at Alternate 19 
and Orange Street; pedestrians, 
cyclists and runners now have a 
detour to follow that will allow con-
tinued use of the trail. 

In late September, the Orange 
Street/Alternate 19 overpass sec-
tion of the trail closed to allow for a 
construction project to replace the 
pedestrian bridge over Alt. 19 be-
tween Curlew and Tampa roads. 
Pinellas County Public Works has 
partnered with the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation (FDOT) to 
construct a sidewalk connection, 
creating a detour at Alt. 19 which 
connects to the Pinellas Trail.  

Coming from the south: Trail us-
ers should cross Curlew Road, 
then Alt. 19 and use a sidewalk 
along the west side of Alt. 19 to 
reconnect with the trail using the 
new sidewalk connection at Alt. 19 
and Orange Street. 

Coming from the north: Trail us-
ers should use the new sidewalk 
connection at Orange Street to 
connect to the sidewalk along the 
west side of Alt. 19. Continue south 
to reconnect to the trail at the Cur-
lew Road intersection.  

Additional traffic control features 
are being evaluated by Pinellas 
County and FDOT for a long term 
detour route while the trail over-
pass is being reconstructed. 

—  Dave Eggers of Dunedin is a 
Pinellas County Commissioner and 

a member of the NPRC 

The Trumpeter is published each month by the North Pinellas Republican Club as a service to its members.  Articles published 

herein should not be considered endorsements of any candidate, issue or position. Advertisements for campaign events are 

published solely as a courtesy to announced Republican candidates, and the content of those advertisements is solely the re-

sponsibility of the candidates. The Trumpeter invites submissions of photographs, articles, announcements and campaign-

related information but will publish them at its discretion.   Contact  rogden2@outlook.com 

Bikers Beware! Says Dave Eggers Office 

For more information about the detour, view the map at 
www.pinellascounty.org/trailgd/. 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/trailgd/
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verting existing overhead utilities to underground.   If utility easements are not present, they must be obtained as 

may be required for transformers.   Cost per mile can vary from $500,000 per mile for small distribution lines up to 

$1,000,000 per mile for high voltage distribution lines.  Transmission lines cannot be placed underground due to 

high cost and lack of technology.   

 Several years ago, cities in Florida, including Dunedin, had the opportunity to purchase their power system 

from Florida Power Corporation.  This was the option given at the end of that 30-year Franchise Agreement.  New 

franchise agreements no longer have the option to allow cities and counties to purchase the power systems within 

their corporate limits since the state legislature was lobbied by the power companies to remove that option.  .  

 Dunedin, Pinellas County, and other Florida cities and counties can still contract with current providers of pow-

er and have lines placed underground with proper budgeting of money.  I would suggest that a good start for Dun-

edin would be to start an undergrounding program using the $5,000,000 currently planned to build new facilities 

for the Toronto Blue Jays from the Penny for Pinellas funds.  Placing power lines underground is much more ap-

propriate, and of more benefit to the public, than spending the “Penny-for-Pinellas” money on facilities to be used 

by a private baseball company.  If the “Penny-for-Pinellas” is approved this November, then undergrounding 

should be a high priority, in my opinion, for all cities and Pinellas County.   Based on the lack of an audit of past 

use of “Penny-for-Pinellas” funds, and the current lack of lists of specific projects proposed by cities for how funds 

will be used for the next 10 years, I suspect that the vote for Penny-for-Pinellas this November will fail.   It is time 

for Florida to recognize that we no longer live in the 1940s with very few people living here. Power system “Level 

of Service” standards need to be improved.   Existing poles and lines are near or past their service life, and the 

high number of people now living in urban areas in Florida are subject to life and safety issues due to the antiquat-

ed overhead utility systems now in place.   Proper planning needs to be put in place for placing all utilities in the 

highly urbanized areas underground in Florida over the next 30 years.    

 

—Bob Brotherton, a member of NPRC, led the Dunedin Department of Public Works and Utilities for two decades 

and now runs a professional consulting engineering firm in Dunedin. 

 

Power Lines (Continued from page 9) 

Book Club (continued from page 3) 

Institute for Liberty and Democracy. For the 5.3 billion who do not have such rights, the implications are stark: 

people are unable to leverage their resources to create and their assets become “dead capital” which cannot be 

used to generate income or growth.  Here are two links discussing this point if anyone is interested in reading 

more.   

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-landrights-desoto/property-rights-for-worlds-poor-could-unlock-trillions-

in-dead-capital-economist-idUSKCN10C1C1  and http://www.worldpolicy.org/journal/summer2011/this-land-is-

your-land 

Our next book club meeting will be on Nov. 9th and John Halpin has graciously agreed to lead the discussion. 

The book to be discussed is Before the Industrial Revolution: European Society and Economy, 1000-1700 by 

Carlo Cipolla.  We do not yet have a place to meet.  If anyone would like to host this event, please let me know.   

Finally, it was decided to not have a book club meeting in December since it is a busy month because of the 

Christmas Holidays, etc.   

I look forward to our next book club meeting in Nov.  Best to all.  Helena Nunn 


